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IMF Rules Out Debt Crisis From Mexican Peso 
Crash 


BRO0401161095 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 4 Jan 95 p 3 


{Report signed “B.R.”: ““Camdessus: ‘There Will Not Be 
Another Debt Crisis’”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] “The markets’ reaction to the 
Mexican crisis has been excessive.” “The depreciation of 
the peso was much greater than could be justified by 
macroeconomic aspects.” Yesterday in Paris IMF 
Director General Michel Camdessus was reassuring 
about the consequences of the monetary upheaval in 
Mexico. “No,” there will not be another debt crisis, 
because “thanks to the international aid program sup- 
ported by strong domestic measures, confidence will 
return. Mexico is perfectly able to meet its deadlines.” 


He feels that the current situation is very different from 
the situation in 1982. “Even if the Mexicans have gotten 
themselves into considerable debt, the nature of the debt 
is different’ from the one in the past decade, he 
explained Tuesday [3 January] during a news conference 
in Bercy. “Loans were made to restructure the country. 
These are loans which must find their own financing 
through carrying out projects.” 


These words only partly reassured the international 
financial experts, because the situation of Mexico's debt 
is once again very dangerous. According to the latest 
figures from the Mexican Finance Ministry, last October 
the foreign debt was $130 billion. After the devaluation, 
indebtedness—previously estimated at 39 percent of 
GDP—now represents 60 percent of GDP. To this figure 
should be added $18 billion which just have been made 
available by the international community. According to 
the financial experts, the effects of the devaluation 
therefore cancel out the good done by the debt resched- 
uling measures agreed in 1989 by the lender countries 
and international organizations. 


Did We Count Our Chickens Before They Were 
Hatched? 


What has become of the Mexican miracle? Did we count 
our chickens before they were hatched? “Maybe,” 
Michel Camdessus admitted, but he let it be understood 
that he clearly warned the Mexican authorities about the 
possible consequences of certain incautious maneuvers. 
The IMF, he said, bore witness to both his admiration 
“and his concern” about certain points. “Just because 
inflation fell from 160 percent to less than 10 percent in 
a few years does not mean that there is no inflation,” or 
that one “is not vulnerable” when the current balance 
has to be financed with foreign capital, even if this 
capital includes long-term or direct contributions. 


However, one unique element has been added to the 
picture, he explained. The Mexicans liberalized the 
capital markets within NAFTA [North American Free 
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Trade Agreement]. “They were embarking on a dan- 
gerous period, aggravated by political transition. There 
was a risk, and they stumbled.” 


For the time being, the IMF has limited itself to playing 
an advisory role in the drafting of a recovery plan, 
without participating directly in the international rescue 
plan, because the $18 billion promised by the interna- 
tional community are intended to support the peso on 
the foreign exchange markets, which is not part of the 
IMF's remit. On the other hand, the international orga- 
nization is prepared to support Mexico if it requests a 
special stabilization program under IMF supervision. 
This is not yet the case, but this is one invitation to 
which the Mexican Government may be obliged to reply. 


Paper Warns of Russia’s ‘Tradition’ of Force 


95P20337A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 27 Dec 94 
ps 


[Editorial: “Yeltsin's Dangerous War’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Throughout our Western days of 
Christmas Russia’s President Boris Yeltsin has allowed 
his armed forces to continue to wage a bloody war 
against the Muslim breakaway republic of Chechnya in 
the Caucasus Mountains. In what is now the Russians’ 
biggest military operation since the war in Afghanistan, 
the bombs have fallen steadily on military and civilian 
targets alike. Yesterday's signals indicated that Yeltsin 
would stop the military operations. The war has revealed 
the weakness of the superpower that is directing the 
battle from a distant Moscow. 


The brutality has been great and the political sensitivity 
small in this conflict. The Russians claim that a thou- 
sand people have been killed in the town of Argun, 15 
km east of the capital, Grozny. The Reuters correspon- 
dent confirms that the town is practically leveled. Even if 
the information from the battlefield is, as always, uncer- 
tain, we do know that a reckless war has been fought with 
heavy weapons—bombers, artillery, combat vehicles— 
against a population where the dividing line between 
civilians and military is of ever diminishing importance. 


For Yeltsin this is a very dangerous war. It reveals 
mercilessly the principal weakness of the president's 
governance: He has no broad political movement behind 
him, but rather has to play on his own popularity from 
issue to issue. He also makes himself dependent on 
others. Not since Stalin fought the German armies at the 
Volga more than fifty years ago has a Moscow leader 
been so dependent on the military leaders’ favor. They 
saved him in October of 1993 when they bombarded a 
rebellious parliament in the middle of the capital, and 
now they represent the last guarantee that the Russian 
state will not disintegrate. Geographically speaking this 
is still the world’s by far largest nation-state, in spite of a 
modest 150 million inhabitants. 


To a large extent the war against Chechnya has to do 
with the question of whether Russia is to remain as a 
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nation-state within its present borders. The Western 
nations, led by the United States, have shown great 
understanding for Yeltsin's battle against the rebels and 
their leader, General Dzokhar Dudayev, because of the 
fear of the consequences of political chaos in a disinte- 
grating Russia; among the consequences, uncontrolled 
nuclear weapons and nuclear energy. The general's dec- 
laration of independence does not have any legal foun- 
dation and his links to criminal clans in the Caucasus are 
clearly more than rumors spread by the enemy. 


The Western capitals have quietly hoped that Yeltsin 
would be able to resolve this matter on his own, without 
drawing too much attention. Instead we see Yeltsin 
alienating the liberal and democratic forces in the Rus- 
sian parliament, the State Duma. They have condemned 
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the brutal war. At the same time the president comes 
under increasing pressure from ultranationalists who are 
gathering around the extremist Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
and who are also gaining support from an officers’ corps 
that has not accepted that Russia’s position as a fear- 
inspiring superpower is no more. 


The war in Chechnya has once again shown that Russia 
is a nation founded on force, just as it was when Stalin 
deported the entire Chechen population. In the end it ts 
the use of raw, brutal military force that is the deter- 
mining factor—not law and justice and negotiations 
based on a mutually recognized constitution. The tradi- 
tion of the use of force is alive and well. Russia's 
neighbors would do well not to forget this. 
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EU Wants To Send Fact-Finding Mission to 
Chechnya 


AU0401131895 Paris AFP in English 1258 GMT 4 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, Jan 4 (AFP)}—The 
European Union [EU] wants to send a fact-finding 
mission to Chechnya and is seeking an explanation from 
Russia on its assault on the breakaway republic, diplo- 
matic sources said Wednesday [4 January}. 


They said ambassadors from the EU’s 15 member states 
will submit Thursday to Russia a request on sending a 
team to investigate the ongoing assault that began 
December |! and which in recent days has increasingly 
drawn criticism, both internally and within the interna- 
tional community. 


The request, backed by Belgium, may be submitted by 
ambassadors from the European troika—Germany, 
France and Spain. 


Earlier Wednesday in Paris, French Forein Minister Alain 
Juppe issued a veiled threat to Moscow saying: “We have 
given a lot of money to Russia and we have pledged to back 
its candidacy to the Council of Europe. When one wants to 
be a real partner one must be transparent, talk and practice 
dialogue and not resort to violence and the use of force.” 


Tuesday, France, which assumed the rotating presidency 
of the European Union Sunday, said the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) might 
be called on to intervene on a humanitarian level in the 
Chechen crisis. 


A code of conduct adopted by the OSCE in December 
calls for member states, including Russia, to allow the 
sending of fact- finding missions on their territory to 
investigate human rights violations. 


Contacts were made last Friday to ask Moscow to invite 
experts from the OSCE to travel to the region to observe 
humanitarian aspects of the conflict, French foreign 
ministry spokesman Richard Duque said. 


The Vienna-based OSCE—which has been involved in 
seeking negotiated settlements to other conflicts in the 
Caucasus region, notably in Georgia, Armenia and Azer- 
baijan—was formerly the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 


The OSCE is due to meet in Vienna on January 12, but 
could convene at a ministerial level earlier if requested 
to do so by a member state, Duque said. So far no 
member state has made such a request. 


Belgian Chief of Staff on Bosnia Cease-Fire 
Prospects 

BR0401160095 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 4 Jan 95 p § 


[Interview with General Charlier, Belgian chief of staff, by 
Michel Rosten; place and date not given: “Optimism Is 
Finally Justified—This Is the View of General Charlier” 
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[FBIS Translated Text] The day after his visit to the 
former Yugoslavia we interviewed General Charlier. The 
transcription of this interview is given below. 


[Rosten] Does it seem to you that the current cease-fire 
stands a better chance of holding than the previous ones? 


[Charlier] A first aspect of the answer is the fact that, unlike 
the previous ones, it has held for some 10 days. This had 
never happened in Bosnia. But in my view this is not the 
main reason. During recent months, Pale was isolated 
diplomatically. All isolation leads to irrationality and 
despair. This isolation was broken by the visit of President 
Carter, who gave diplomatic recognition, so to speak, to 
Karadzic and his acolytes. Having done this, the former 
U.S. president, although he was treated ironically, reestab- 
lished the responsibility of the Serbs. He put them back in 
the play of international diplomacy. On the other hand the 
Serbs seem to have understood that they have reached the 
limits of the territory they are able to control. It was found 
that in the Bihac counteroffensive, the city and the fifth 
corps of the Bosnian Government army were at their level. 
They showed self-control. That shows that they are mea- 
suring the limits of what they can do. The third element, 
once again on the Serbian side: They know that the Bosnian 
army is getting stronger, that time is on its side. Since last 
winter it has gradually become stronger, organized, and 
fortified. Therefore from the Serbian side, the time is 
perhaps propitious for coming to a settlement of the situa- 
tion. 


If one positions oneself in the Bosnian point of view, then 
the visit by President Carter—who went to Pale while the 
voice and signal coming from the United States had been 
anti-Serb previously—probably destroyed in the minds of 
the Sarajevo authorities the false illusion that one day the 
West (wheiher Washington or NATO) would come to 
Bosnia to militarily reestablish their government's compro- 
mised situation. Finally the dramatic situation of the coun- 
try’s economy is certainly a factor. The people are suffering 
enormously and at the limits of what is bearable. 


[Rosten] If the cease-fire were to be maintained, how 
could things develop? 


[Charlier] If the cease-fire holds, it is important (as was done 
following the cease-fire reached on 29 March 1994 with 
Croatia) to establish this new stability as an actual fact at 
every level. The agreement which has just been signed was 
done at the top. But we saw during the conflict in Croatia 
and Bosnia that the political and military structures are not 
well established, as we know them at home. There are many 
minor leaders, with their own means of influence and 
coercion. Often there were divergences between those who 
said they were the leaders and what happened on the 
ground. | was told during my recent visit that several days 
are needed for an order given at the top of the hierarchy 
reaches those who must execute it. Given this situation, the 
military authorities will have to generalize the work which is 
taking place in certain sectors and subsectors of Croatia, and 
go from one camp to another to discuss how the agreement 
made in recent days will be translated into the actual 
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situation. To take a concrete example: Obviously tracing the 
line of the cease-fire will not take place durably and reliably 
in a capital on a staff map. but on the ground in contact with 
the tactical and demographic realities. Therefore it 1s an 
enormous work requiring human resources. 


{Rosten] Do you not judge it as regrettable that at such 
an important moment General Rose would be replaced 
in Sarajevo? 


[Charlier] General Rose has fulfilled a very important task. 
I expressed my appreciation and admiration to him. | 
understand that the British Government suggested his 
replacement due to the demands of his mission. But for the 
future, two hypotheses should be taken into account. The 
first hypothesis, which is optimistic and which I believe in, 
is based on the principle that the cease-fire will hold. In this 
case a procedure comparable to the one | have just discussed 
should be implemented. This work will require an intensive 
intervention from the lower levels, and far less from the top 
level, which is that of General Rose. The fact that he is 
leaving, that his departure will mean the loss of knowledge 
of the interlocutors and the confidence he managed to 
establish, is not incompatible with the implementation of a 
respected cease-fire. Under the other, pessimistic hypoth- 
esis, which would sce hostilities resume on a larger scale, 
everything would need to be restarted. and it would no 
longer be of great importance whether General Rose or his 
successor were to be in Sarajevo. 


[Rosten] On the motorway between Zagreb and Belgrade 
there are Jordanian and Nepalese camps. What impres- 
sion are you left with? 


[Charlier] It fills me with shame. As a European, | do not 
understand that we should be obliged to call on people 
from extremely poor countries to settle a conflict taking 
place on our continent. 


EU Commission Powerless Until Presidency Resolved 


MSOS0111S198 London THE INDEPENDENT in 
English 5 Jan 95 p 


{Report by Andrew Marshall: “Policy-Makers Stymied 
by EU Power Vacuum” ] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels—It ts a Euro-sceptic’s 
dream: the European Commission, power house of EU 
[European Union] policy-making, has come to a dead halt. 
The EU's executive bureaucracy 1s caught between the old 
and the new, with the former president, Jacques Delors, 
gone, but Jacques Santer, his replacement, awaiting parlia- 
mentary confirmation for his new Commission. 


Hearings in front of the new European Parliament began 
yesterday, and are set to continue until next week. A vote 
will not come until Parliament meets in Strasbourg on 18 
January. 


In the interim, the legal advice that the Commussion has 
received suggests it should not do anything of very much 
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substance. The situation 1s apparently without precedent, so 
until the new Commission is confirmed, the present mem- 
bers seem powerless. Though they met yesterday as usual in 
Brussels. Commission spokesmen confirmed they have 
fallen into a legal hole—-caused because Parliament wanted 
to ensure representatives of the countries which joined the 
EU on | January (Sweden, Austria and Finland) had a 
chance to grill the new executive. 


Yesterday's Commission meeting included the three Com- 
missioners from the new member states, as well as other new 
entrants—one of whom is Neil Kinnock, former Labour 
Party Leader. who will supervise transport issues. 


The Commission immediately hit a road-block when it 
tried to agree rules to protect European television pro- 
gramme producers through import quotas. The plan was 
blocked by Sir Leon Brittan, trade commissioner, who 
said the rules were not well thought out. Sir Leon, an 
arch free trader, is thought to want to block the plan until 
the new Commission is in place, believing Mr Santer will 
want to water it down. 


The Parliament hearings are an innovation, introduced 
as a result of the Maastricht treaty which gave 11 the right 
to give its assent (or not) to the Commission. This new 
check on the unelected body has been taken serious!y by 
Parliament, which gained some significant powers in the 
treaty and believes it is gaining in influence. 


Last year, in a non-binding vote, it came close to rejecting 
the new President, a nasty shock that will not be easily 
forgotten. Parliament cannot reject or accept individual 
Commission members but. none the less. 1s giving each a 
grilling in front of a parliamentary committee. Today, Sir 
Leon gets his turn, Mr Kinnock has to wait until next week. 


Yesterday, Spain's Manuel Marin and Marcelino 
Oreja—respectively the EU's incoming Mediterranean 
Affairs and Cultural Affairs commissioners—and 
France's Yves-Thibault de Silguy, the designated eco- 
nomic affairs chief, were the first to be questioned. 


“I hope that today will mark the beginning of a new and 
fruitful relationship,” Mr Marin told members. 


In the question-and-answer session, the Commissioners 
mainly elaborated on the task at hand and their views on 
EU policy. Mr De Silguy emphasised his commitment to 
the Maastricht treaty and refused to rule out that some 
members of the bloc could adopt a single currency as 
soon as 1997 as part of the EU's plans for economic and 
monetary union. 


“There's no reason to rule out 1997," Mr de Silguy said, 
citing higher-than-anticipated growth in most countries 
and efforts taken to co-ordinate economic policies. 


Mr Marin emphasised the need to come to the aid of the 
Mediterranean countries of northern Africa so the econ- 
omies of the two regions can slowly converge with the 
aim of setting up a free trade agreement. “The EU will 
have to give technical and financial assistance to deal 
with the imbalances of a free trade agreement.” he said. 
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Busek on EU Membership, Expansion, Security 
Issues 
BR0401160495 Madrid ABC in Spanish 4 Jan 95 p 31 


[Interview with Austrian Vice Chancellor Erhard Busek 
by Juan M. Amoros in Madrid; date not given: “Europol 
Must Become Priority Objective for European Union”’} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Madrid—/n an interview with 
ABC, Austrian Vice Chancellor Erhard Busek, who is 
currently visiting Spain in a private capacity and is a great 
admirer of our country’s art and culture, examined the 
implications of Austria's accession to the European Union 


[EU]. [passage omitted] 


[Amoros] What are the most urgent problems, in Aus- 
tria’s view? 

[Busek] My government has currently set itself a number 
of objectives. We believe it is a priority task to take some 
definitive steps toward creating the European police 
force provided for by the Maastricht Treaty—namely 
Europol, which we believe must play a key role in 
combating crime across the various European borders. 
We think it is necessary and urgent to set up such a body 
to combat criminal activities such as drug trafficking, 
and we must provide it with the necessary autonomy and 
adequate means to extend its jurisdiction to the EU's 
territory as a whole. 


Because of its geographical position, Austria is a major 
transit area for intez-European traffic. This is why—as 
stressed by us during the final stage of the negotiations 
for Austria’s accession to the EU—we also believe it is 
essential to rationalize and regulate traffic. I am referring 
here in particular to large international trucks and trans- 
ports from EU countries traveling in great numbers on 
our roads. Their engines and the fuel they use must be 
regulated so as to reduce pollyt on to a minimum. 


Nor must we forget our proximity to the East European 
countries. In most of them there are nuclear or thermal 
power stations using outdated technologies which pose 
serious environmental hazards. This is why Austria is 
stressing the need for a drastic environmental policy 
within the EU. We believe this aspect had been some- 
what neglected before we joined the EU... 


[Amoros] What about unemployment...? 


{Busek] Unemployment is not a major problem in Aus- 
tria. Currently it amounts to 6.2 percent and is being 
contained at this level. In this respect, we favor the plans 
outlined in the Delors White Paper, although we would 
like to qualify some aspects. 


{[Amoros] Has the population reacted in any particular 
way to Austria's first day as EU member? 


[Busek] No, not really. It is still too early to assess any 
kind of impact. The only thing we have noticed so far is 
that we can now go through the “EU citizens” gate when 
we clear the airport customs. 


AUSTRIA 5 


{[Amoros}] What about the impact on East European 
countries, with which Austria has always maintained 
good neighborly relations? 


[Busek] This is a more interesting aspect. Reactions have 
not been very favorable. The fear formerly experienced 
by Austria of being cut off from Europe, of missing the 
European train, has now somehow shifted to the former 
Warsaw Pact countries. We feel there is some concern 
about this, and we believe it is our duty to reassure these 
countries and convey them our intention to support the 
EU's eastward enlargement in the future. 


{[Amoros] Are they concerned that relations may deteri- 
orate? 


[Busek] No, only that they may cool down. 


[Amoros] Turning to a different subject. how is Austria’s 
membership of the EU perceived by your government— 
in economic terms, or rather in political terms? 


[Busek] No doubt in both directions... 
{[Amoros] However, Austria is a net contributor... 


[Busek] Yes, this is perhaps why the Austrian Govern- 
ment is more inspired by the EU's political dimension 
than by its economic dimension. According to the Maas- 
tricht Treaty, we have to prepare for the Economic and 
Monetary Union, and | do not believe that we will face 
problems in fulfilling the Maastricht requirements. In 
my opinion, we have the greatest scope for moving 
forward and building Europe in the political sphere. 


[Amoros] This brings us to European defense. 


{[Busek] Yes, and this issue is also central to our 
approach. Since World War II Austria has been “neutral 
by decree,” and our citizens have become accustomed to 
attributing our country’s material and political progress 
over the past 40 years to this neutrality. However, this 
position is gradually becoming less meaningful. It does 
not make sense for Austria to be isolated within the EU. 
We have not yet decided on a policy, we must study and 
assess the various options, but this is also an issue which 
cannot be postponed and which we must tackle sooner or 
later. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Minister Mock Views Future in EU 
AU0501083295 Berlin DIE WELT in German 4 Jan 95 
ps 


{Article by Austrian Foreign Minister Alois Mock: “Aus- 
tria Is Helping To Shape Europe’) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Austria’s entry into the Euro- 
pean Union [EU] on | January 1995 marks the end of a 
political road that for 40 years has been aimed at 
integrating our country with Europe. During the era of 
East-West confrontation, when Austria's full member- 
ship in the EU seemed impossible, the country neverthe- 
less worked hard at intensifying its relationship with 
Europe. Following numerous efforts, including joint 
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efforts with other EFTA members, a milestone was 
achieved in 1972 with the conclusion of the free trade 
agreement. Thanks to this, Austra possesses closer eco- 
nomic links with the EU than some traditional EU 
member countries do. 


Afier a period of stagnation, the process of integration 
experienced a boost in the mid-!980"s. We soon realized 
that free trade on its own was no longer a sufficient basis 
for integration with Europe. Following domestic efforts 
to establish a broad basis of support, I submitted Aus- 
tria’s application to join the EU in Brussels on 17 July 
1989. 


The events that followed—the collapse of communism in 
Europe and the end of the Cold War—confirmed the 
correctness of this decision. These events suddenly cre- 
ated a new challenge for the European Community. It 
now became the center of political gravity in Europe and 
a point of reference for all European countries. There- 
fore, Austria’s decision to integrate was primarily a 
decision to take active part in shaping the future of 
Europe, which is also the future of Austria. Austria's EU 
membership will give Austria the opportunity to con- 
tribute its own ideas to common EU policy and, on 
participate on an equal basis in reaching decisions that 
will shape the future of Europe, and thus the future of 
Austra as well. 


At a difficult time for the EU, at a time when there is 
increasing talk of “Europessimism™ and “Euroskepti- 
cism,” over 66 percent of the Austnan population 
expressed their conviction that there is no acceptable 
political alternative to a continuation of the integration 
and Austria's active participation in Europe. If the 
process of European unification is discontinued, Europe 
will be in danger of reverting to the age of nationalist 
power politics, changing alliances, instability, and war- 
fare. Just as before. hopes for a permanent European 
order depend on European integration. This integration 
must be expanded. European institutions must be 
adapted to the new challenges. But the peaceful political 
basic concept of the European Community, the joint 
pursuance of sovereignty in common institutions, 1s no 
less valid today than it was 40 years ago. 


In the present situation, this means that present and 
future members of the EU must seriously consider and 
implement a central idea put forward by Jean Monnet 
whereby problems can be developed into opportunities if 
one faces difficulties not with resignation, but with 
optimism. I am sure that if European governments act in 
accordance with this principle, the EU will emerge from 
present difficul.ies with renewed strength. 


Common EU membership brings with it an unhindered 
development of economic trade free of barriers. Con- 
tinuing on the basis of the exiting free trade regulations 
and European Economic Area, Austria's EU entry will 
provide further impulses for the development of eco- 
nomic relations. This additional potential is urgently 
required in view of the present framework conditions for 


FBIS-WEU-95-003 
5 January 1995 


the European economies. The entrepreneurs and eco- 
nomic practicioners of our countries should take max- 
imum advantage of it. 


Austria will continue the leading European role it has 
already played during the period of negotiations. Cer- 
tainly, one of our priorities, laid down in the member- 
ship document, will be to verify common environmental 
norms. Wherever necessary, EU standards will be raised 
to the Ievel of standards in force in some EU candidate 
member countries, so that EU environmental policy ts 
provided with fresh impulses. Generally, Austria must 
help see to it that the implementation of environmental 
objectives 1s a leading feature of the integration process. 
In this regard, Austria will also support efforts for an 
even more environmentally orientated European agncul- 
tural policy and a policy of clean development. 


Austria will also encourage the highest European social 
standards and energetically oppose all attempts at social 
discrimination. Another task 1s to take maximum advan- 
tage of Austria’s success in negotiations on the subject of 
traffic policy and do everything to rapidly implement the 
principles of a new European environmentally friendly 
traffic policy as worked out by the European Commis- 
sion during the negotiations on EU admission. Partic- 
ular attention will be paid to European transit systems, 
especially because the construction of the Munich- 
Verona rail link, including a tunnei through the Brenner 
Pass, has already been declared 2 prioriiy. 


Because of its developed relationships with central, 
eastern, and southern Europe, Austria can make a par- 
ticular contribution to the further development and 
success of the European unification process. Austria will 
be one of the EU countries that are particularly inter- 
ested in EU membership of reforming countries of 
central and eastern Europe. Austria will insist upon 
rapid intensification of political dialogue with the 
reforming countries, and will encourage EU efforts to 
support the process of reform in the neighboring coun- 
tries. 


Austria will also support common European efforts in 
the sphere of security policy. As far as external security is 
concerned, the first task is to take advantage of the 
platform offered by observer status in the WEU and 
participation in NATO's Partnership for Peace. Also in 
the sphere of domestic security, Austria will be inter- 
ested in enhanced cooperation if only because of its 
conspicuous location. This means especially, active 
cooperation within the framework of the Schengen 
Agreement and the Maastricht Treaty provisions dealing 
with internal affairs and justice. 


Already in the very first months of its EU membership, 
Austria will help prepare for the great EU government 
conference of 1996. Austria wants to see a EU that is 
strong enough to genuinely bear its pan-European 
responsibilities, and will therefore work toward a more 
dynamic Europe that is better able to implement its 
actions. The clear outcome of the referendum on EU 
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membership ts a go-ahead for us to take part in managing 
the process of European integration. We envision a 
Europe that is unified despite variety, a Europe equipped 
with functioning democratic structures, a Europe that ts 
committed to the principles of federalism and subsid- 
iarity and permits regions and districts to play an 
increasing role in the integration process. 


The first of January marked a new chapter in Austria's 
history. Thanks to membership in the EU, Austria can 
assume a place sn Europe that accords with its destiny. In 
concert with its European partners, Austria can now help 
shape Europe's future more actively than before and help 
bring about a permanent European peaceful order. 


Busek Insists On Full Legislative Period for 
Coalition 


AU0401191595 Vienna NEWS in German 4 Jan 95 p 13 


[Interview with OeVP Chairman Erhard Busek by Josef 
Galley, place and date not given: “Busek About Him- 
self-—Me or Chaos!”"} 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Galley] Top functionaries of the 
Austrian People’s Party [OeVP] are talking about a 
“false start” of the new coalition. Will this criticism lead 
t© a personnel discussion at the OeVP’s Epiphany 
meeting [on 6 January]? 


{Busek] | do not see it this way. The framework for this 
meeting is very precise. The most important issue will be 
adopting the draft for the new OeVP program. 


[Galley] Which might just as well lead to a quarrel as the 
assessment of the coalition. Does the OeVP really no 
longer want to be a “people's party” and no longer 
address all groups of voters? 


{Busek] Over the next few weeks, we will hold a broad 
discussion on this. And if a program does not lead to a 
certain excitement, then I simply think that it does not “hit 
the point.” We need a program that, in contrast to the 
current developments, orients itself toward the individual's 
responsibility. One of the basic points will be a complete 
restructuring of the social expenditures. The motto is: Tax 
money is the citizens’ money. The responsible citizen, 
whom our new program primarily addresses, should, for 
instance, decide himself which social benefits of the avail- 
able range he really uses—for this there is to be a social 
voucher. I intend to introduce something similar in the 
education sector: By means of a voucher, the citizens should 
be able to chose their children’s school. 


[Galley] This means farewell to both the welfare state 
and to the grand coalition’s thrift package... 


[Busek] The old-type welfare state cannot be financed in 
this form anymore anyway. This way, more markets can 
develop. The issue of the thrift package is not individual 
measures but the overall achievement of the thrift goal. 
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[Galley] Will your reform plans be supported by the 
provincial governors, who are experiencing quite dif- 
ferent political realities in their provinces and whose 
power is based on distributing money among the people? 


[Busek] Sluggishness and forces of inertia exist everywhere, 
not just in the provinces. There will also be a lot to talk 
about at the federal level. However, Messrs. Neugebauer 
and company (the vice president of the Austrian Trade 
Union Federation—the editor) should bring me one single 
proposal of how the 250 billion schillings we need for the 
budget can be acquired in another way. 


[Galley] And what about higher taxes on high incomes, at 
least as an expression of the often mentioned social balance? 


{Busek] This would simply yield far too little money. 


[Galley] But the social partners will insist on changes. How 
can the government withstand this pressure from all sides? 


[Busek] This is a question of the social partnership's 
importance. At the mement, I doubt that it 1s able to act. 
After all, for a year there has not been any meeting of the 
social partners’ presidents. Therefore, everyone may 
wonder about the importance of their statements. Thus, 
the government has to act on its own, and this is what it 
18 doing. 

{Galley} Therefore, only [Freedom Party of Austria 
Chairm<n} Haider would remain as a coalition partner, 
if you did not want to join the Social Democratic Party 
of Austria [SPOc] after the next elections anymore? 


[Busek) You yourself have seen the way in which Haider 
has acted recenily. The new coalition is not even two 
months old. 1 am not available for discussing coalitions 
after new elections, which will take place in four years. 


[Galley] Not before? 


[Busek} No, we have concluded an agreement that is 
valid until 1998. 


[Galley] Thus, you do not see any alternative to the 
coalition with the SPOe at the moment? 


[Busek] The Vranitzky-Busek duo—in particular these 
two persons—represent a course of stability. Otherwise, 
the dams might break suddenly. If this coalition were to 
break now because of various spiteful reactions, Austria 
would be threatened with Italian conditions. This must 
also be made clear in the OeVP: | guarantee that this 
chaos will not break out. There is no alternative. 


[Galley] What do you think about the forecasts that 
Haider will beceme number one if the OeVP is not 
radically reformed? 


{Busek] Even the Upper Austrian OeVP should know that 
one can never make linear predictions about election 
behavior. We have to fulfill the coalition agreeme.t and, in 
the course of the legislative period, we must make it clear to 
the voters where the journey with the OeVP will lead to. By 
doing so, we can provide the chancellor after 1998. 
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Belgium 
Government Secking Way Out of Linguistic 
Problems 
BRO401160195 Brussels LE SOIR in French 3 Jan 95 p 4 


{Article signed “L.D.”: “North-South—Desperate 
Search for a Cooperation Agreement” ] 


{[FBIS Translated Teat] Moving stealthily forward 
making none but the sioghtest of gestures, 1s the Dehaene- 
Di Rupo duo gern te. succeed in defusing the series of 
community mines thay «ve threatening the government's 
survival? Let us reiwa)« {22 steps. 


On Saturday. Jean-Le teh en, ord the Social Christian 
and Socialist deputy priv: inners publicly staked the 
coalition’s survival on the resolution of “outstanding 
community problems.” The message was received ip 
Fourons. where Jose Happart and his frends postponed 
for eight days-~until 11 January—the communai council 
that would have elected Herisson as acting mayor. 


Act IIL: Yesterday the “superministers” met at the stroke 
of 12:30 for a working lunch that was to last more than 
six hours. It would end with an invitation to meet again 
on Wednesday. 


Is there a whiff of crisis here? Or simply the desire to 
have a little “breather” and, above all, to have the 
afternoon to test the scenarios drawn up? 


This 1s the most likely hypothesis: This time there will be 
no escaping the community issue until the north and the 
south abandon the “logic of stupid and evil provocation” 
in order to conclude a proper cooperation agreement. In 
addition to the proper functioning of the College of 
Governors, such an agreement should, at the very least, 
settle the question of cultural and school subsidies 
granted by one community to its “members” who live on 
the other side of the language border. The French- 
speaking community could therefore symbolically con- 
tinue to subsidize a number of French-language cultural 
activities in Flanders or Fourons while the Flemish 
subsidize the Dutch-language school of Comines. It 
woud then also be a matter of agreeing on a process of 
mediation that allows the French-speaking community 
of Fourons to no longer be confronted with the day- 
to-day procedural officialdom of the Flemish-speaking 
authorities—and while about it, come to an agreement 
on the representation of the regions and the communities 
within international bodies. 
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The question is to know whether such an agreement 
could rapidly receive the backing of Minister-Presidents 
Van den Brande of Flanders, Collignon of Wallonia, 
Picque of Brussels, and Onkelinx of the French-speaking 
community and then be concluded before 10 January— 
the eve of the Fourons Communal Council—at the 
already famous meeting of the consultation committce 
of the federal government and regiona! and community 
governments. Impossible? Having heard Luc Van den 
Brande so many times, we know that the Flemish gov- 
ernment does not intend to sign a pact with the French 
speakers that is not subject to the principle of territori- 
ality. This therefore forces the French speakers to 
renounce the periphery and Fourons once and for all. 


The fact remains that, in these present tribulations, each 
of the piayers has clearly crossed a bridge too far. This is 
true of Jose Happart. It is also true of Flanders, which 
has been involved in a kind of “community rodeo™ since 
mid-December. The real challenge lies in finding a way 
to allow each one to pull back from his positior without 
losing face. 


Netherlands 


‘Degree of Violence’ in Chechnya Causing Concern 
BRO040114S5S95 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD in 
Dutch 4 Jan 94 p 7 


[Unattributed report: “Netherlands Concerned About 
Violence™} 

[FBIS Translated Text] The Hague—The Netherlands is 
disturbed by the degree of violence Russian troops are 
using to try to bring Grozny under control. According to 
the Foreign Ministry, this concern is inspired by the 
many civilian victims. 


The Hague does not question the legitimacy of Russia's 
actions. In the view of the Foreign Ministry, Moscow has the 
right to restore order in the renegade republic. Chechnya is 
part of the Russian Federation and its self-proclaimed 
independence has not been recognized by a sing'e country. 
Such recognition “would create a precedent for the other 
Caucasian republics, and as a result the integrity of Russia 
itself would be jeopardized.” 


But now that the fighting seems to be moving out of 
control, The Hague ts calling on the two sides to nego- 
tiate. “A resolution of the conflict cannot be achieved 
through the use of military means alone.” 
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CSU Leader Urges Stronger Involvement in 
Chechnya 

L490801113795 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 0615 GMT 5 Jan 95 


[Telephone interview with CSU leader Bernd Protzner 
by an unidentifided reporter, place and date not given— 
live or recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Reporter] On the telephone, 
I now welcome the new CSU [Christian Social Union] 
general secretary, and I say new, because you, Herr 
Bernd Protzner, have rot been in office for very long. 
[passage omitted] Do you share the view with regard to 
Chechnya thai this concrete problem ts to be regarded as 
an internal conflict, a view which is for example held by 
German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel. 


{Protzner] Well, regarding this we will listen attentively 
to what Yegor Gaydar has to say. As a former prime 
minister and reformer he will outline the Russian view of 
things. No doubt human rights are being violated there 
and in 1995 this is no longer acceptable. 


[Keporter] But nonetheless, do you think the current 
foreign political line on this issue is correct? 


[Protzner] We will know at the end of this conference 
whether corrections are needed here. | would like to 
mention two things: If we in Germany restrict our efforts 
to humanitarian aid by the Red Cross and if we restrict 
our commitment to granting temporary shelter to civil 
war refugees, then that is not enough. German foreign 
policy must represent certain interests more resolutely. 
[passage omitted] 


SPD’s Stolpe Views Party Split, PDS Ties 


9SENOOSSA Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
S Dec 94 pp 24-27 


{Interview with Manfred Stolpe, minister-president of 
Brandenburg, by DER SPIEGEL staffers Gabor Stein- 
gart and Kiaus Wirtgen: ““Taking the PDS Into 
Account’"—on the East-West Differences in His Party’’] 


[Text] {DER SPIEGEL] Herr Minister-President, Rudolf 
Scharping has demanded that the SPD [Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany] establish new priorities: The 
party should stop being shop stewards of society and 
instead stand up more for Germany as an economic 
operating location. How does that sound to the SPD 
comrades in the east? 


[Stolpe] We don't need to be told that sooner or later we 
will have to build up a competitive economy. And since 
the political transition, the modernization in the east of 
Germany as a business location has also been accelerated 
by us more than anywhere else in the country. We will 
not go along in the east in the event the SPD should see 
itself primarily as the party of achievers and economic 
modernizers. A course toward modernization, yes, but 
not at the expense of the weak. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] Are you concerned that the east SPD 
will become the “modernization losers” to the PDS 
{Party of Democratic Socialism] as a result of the shift in 
Scharping’s position? 


[Stolpe] If an attempt were really to be made to follow a 
course as one-sided as Scharping’s remarks would sug- 
gest, it would be resolutely opposed by the Social Dem- 
ocrats in the east. But I can’t imagine that Scharping 
really meant it that way. 


[DER SPIEGEL] As a permanent guest of the party 
directorate, were you involved in the process of deter- 
mining the new course? 


[Stclpe] The concrete nature of the remarks and what 
appeared to be his resolute overal! position are what 
surprised me at this point in time. 


[DER SPIEGEL] His solo run does testify to Scharping’s 
strength as a leader, at any rate. 


[Stolpe] Codetermination by the eas! German Social 
Democrats is a must. If it 1s not conceded, I am very 
pessimistic. The cohesion of the party ts ai sizke. 


{DER SPIEGEL] There is a push on for “social reorga- 
nization™ in the SPD. Where can savings be realized in 
eastern Germany? 


[Stolpe] If “reorganization” means forcing people who 
through no fault of their own have become recipients of 
unemployment compensation to accept public assistance 
temporarily, then we will not go along with it. The same 
applies to the attempt to further roll back employment 
stimulation measures. For us in the east, reflecting on the 
aouse of public assistance denefits is no way to address 
the reorganization. It is not the abuse but the need of 
approximately 200,000 people that is the rule here. 


[DER SPIEGEL] By reflecting on savings, the SPD is 
making it even easier for the PDS, which ts quite openly 
calling for the freezing of rents and employment pro- 
grams in the east. 


[Stolpe] All I can suggest to the national SPD is not to 
confuse all-German politics with west German domestic 
politics. Otherwise the risk of having to pursue Social 
Democratic politics of our own in eastern Germany will 


grow. 


[DER SPIEGEL] How would that differ from the party's 
course in the west? 


[Stolpe] Almost universally, our population entered the 
state of unity without any sizable assets. Over half of 
them lost their jobs. Many were humiliated by an insen- 
sitive policy originated by west Germans: nonrecognized 
job descriptions, divergent pension and ownership regu- 
lations. This also includes the two-class testing 
[screening] carried out by the Gauck agency: all cast 
Germans were checked, the west Germans were not. And 
yet the most glaring espionage cases involved west Ger- 
mans. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] Ideas have surfaced in the east SPD to 
change the Stasi documents law and to abolish the 
“procedural question.” 


[Stolpe] And .hen there is the amnesty question. These 
are all topics which must be addressed, since they are of 
concern to the pecple in the east. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Are you demanding a general amnesty” 


[Stolpe] If we bring up this topic now, it will be talked to 
death: elections are due to be held in Hessen and North 
Rhine-Westphalia in the spring. We will take the initia- 
tive in the summer. 


[DER SPIEGEL] What might an amnesty like this look 
like? 


[Stolpe] A general amnesty ts a difficult matter. We must 
caiefully examine in early 1995 what is legally support- 
able and politically necessary. In the long term, it would 
be a good thing if the matter could be closed once and for 
all still in this decade. Any sort of make-up work cur- 
rently being carried out—except for criminal offenses, of 
course—hampers the process of growing together. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Are the many pending trials of the 
leadership guard of the SED [Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany], of people like Egon Krenz and Guenter 
Schabowsk:, still opportune? 


{Stolpe] Politically, they are nonsense. They only serve to 
assure the continued existence of the PDS into the next 
decade. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Should the SPD take countermeasures? 


{Stolpe] As of now, the SPD has not progressed beyond 
assuming a purely reactive posture to the “red socks 
game” organized by the CDU [Christian Democratic 
Union]. In the interest of integration in Germany, both 
large parties should come to an agreement on a general 
amnesty. After all, the CDU also suffered significant 
losses in the east because of the PDS. 


{DER SPIEGEL] Do you consider yourself competent, 
despite your biography, to provide the impetus for the 
amnesty issue in the SPD? 


[Stolpe] There’s no need for me to play the flag-bearer. 
But I will see to it that something happens in the first half 
of 1995. We have the opportunity now to make people 
take note of our questions. The Social Democrats in 
eastern Germany have become stronger following the 
latest elections. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Will you lay claim to the deputy party 
chairmanship, as Bavarian land chairwoman Renate 
Schmidt has done? 


[Stolpe] I will not raise my hand. 
[DER SPIEGEL] You want to be called? 


[Stolpe] If the party feels that the east German presence 
at the helm ought to be reinforced alongside deputy 
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chairman Wolfgang Thierse, I would be the last person to 
shirk my responsibilities. We must use every opportu- 
nity to participate in SPD decisions. I want to help 
ensure that decisions are made not only by west Ger- 
mans who have known each other so well for the last 20 
years that all they need to do to make themselves 
understood in the party directorate is to toss figures to 
each other. I have gradually come to this realization. We 
owe it to the party to come forward with new ideas, also 
at the risk of being seen as disrupters by the land. 


[DER SPIEGEL] So far your ideas have been repeatedly 
voted down—most recently last week in the election of 
Oskar Lafontaine as chairman of the mediation com- 
mittee. 


[Stolpe] We east Germans would have seen our interests 
safeguarded at least just as well with Hamburg mayor 
Henning Vos~‘ierau. But we yielded to reason and we 
support the proposal of Johannes Rau. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Must the SPD reckon with your voting 
against the party line in the Bundesrat, as was the case in 
the dispute over raising the value-added tax? 


[Stolpe] Hopefully, this situation can be avoided. Our 
gentle hints at that time were ignored or not taken 
seriously in the caucus, executive committee, and party 
directorate. For that reason, we will speak up sooner and 
more audibly in the future. 


[DER SPIEGEL] What about the tax reform, “wr 
example: The SPD is resisting the plans of the coalition 
to continue to link also in the future, the tax exemption 
for children and the children’s allowance for low income 
people. On the other hand, the plans of the coalition are 
cheaper for the laender. 


[Stolpe] With respect to this matter, we are extremely 
critical. This issue is indeed a virulent one. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The SPD plan to allow 250 German 
marks [DM] for each child was also used for campaign 
ourposes by the party in the east. Now you are backing 
off. Are you not deceiving the voters? 


[Stolpe] We will in any case think twice before taking the 
oath. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Aren’t you already placing a burden on 
the land budget with the “welcoming payment” being 
offered as a reward for newly born children in Branden- 
burg? 


[Stolpe] That is an attempt to give the parents a little 
encouragement. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Except for Saxony, where the CDU has 
the absolute majority, the SPD and PDS enjoy a com- 
bined arithmetic majority in ali the new laender. 
Together, the two parties registered a gain ef 16 per- 
centage points in the last Bundestag election. There is 
talk of a “red east.” Do you see that as a success or as a 
setback? 
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[Stolpe] As a twofold task. Toward the west, we must call 
even greater attention to the reasons for the existence of 
this PDS and the fact that it is being elected. The “red 
east” label is perceived in the west as gross ingratitude, a 
la the refrain: We lug out good money over there day in 
and day out, and what do they do? There is simply still a 
fear of communism in the west, and that is a reality 
which I take very seriously. For years, the first thing that 
many people did after getting up in the morning was to 
listen to the news to make sure that the Russian tanks 
and East German infantry were not on the move. 


{DER SPIEGEL] An all-clear signal to the west, there- 
fore. What signal are you sending to the east? 


{Stolpe] Many people who voted for the PDS are SPD 
voters deep-down. 


{DER SPIEGEL] The SPD wanted to pick up an addi- 
tional 10 percentage points in the east. It did not achieve 
this goal. 


{Stolpe] Our task, therefore, is to continue the process of 
education. The PDS proclaims a populist-demagogic 
version of the SPD’s politics, ever more unadorned and 
ever catchier for the people—but not implementable. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Is the PDS a democratic party? 


[Stolpe] The designation “democratic” is too sweeping 
and in its stark contrast with “undemocratic” it draws 
attention from the diversification within the PDS. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Now you're avoiding a clear statement 
of your position. 


[Stolpe] Life is not so simple as to permit us to make a 
simple distinction: democratic or undemocratic. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The distinction stems from SPD boss 
Scharping. 


[Stolpe] I realize that. But these blanket judgments lead 
to an undue simplification. 


{DER SPIEGEL] What does your diversification look 
like? 


[Stolpe] The PDS comprises three parties. The one 
consists of people like Gregor Gysi and Lothar Bisky, 
who are known to us already from GDR days as willing 
to accept reforms, who also draw a lot of support from 
the west, and who are making a serious effort to play the 
game by democratic rules. To demonize them would be 
dishonest. The second and probably larger segment, the 
“communist platform,” sees the change in system as 
wrong and is yearning for the reintroduction of an 
improved GDR. It is the third party that is really the 
most interesting for us Social Democrats. This consists 
of the relatively large segment of the solidarity group 
made up of the losers of unification: former officers of 
the National People’s Army, functionaries, people from 
the Academy of Sciences, university faculty members. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] Do you think that your interlocutors 
Bisky and Gysi are capable of sufficiently democratizing 
the PDS so that it could become a partner for the SPD? 


[Stolpe] That has not been decided. I view partnership as 
an objective as unrealistic. Not because we don’t want it, 
but because the dramatic clarification process within the 
PDS is still wide open. For as a result of the party’s 
scoring parliamentary successes, antidemocratic and 
backward-looking forces also gained in strength. 


[DER SPIEGEL] That did not stop Harald Ringstorff, 
Reinhard Hoeppner, and also you yourself, from making 
arrangements with the reform-willing wing of the PDS. 


[Stoipe] I would consider a refusal to talk to people as a 
step backwards, as a step into barbarism. We must 
debate the issues with them. It would be hypocritical to 
act as if there were no cooperation with the PDS on a 
selective basis. That is being done by the CDU as well. 
There are at least two party elements in the PDS that are 
of interest to us. The PDS is a force that we must reckon 
with for many more years. 


[DER SPIEGEL] And yet the SPD will once again 
reaffirm this week the “Dresden declaration” promul- 
gated by leading east German Social Democrats last 
August. That declaration reads as follows on the subject 
of dealing with the PDS: “A cooperation with it [the 
PDS} is out of the question for us.” 


[Stolpe] I interpret the declaration as prohibiting a 
coalition, but not talks. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Do you rule out coalitions with the 
PDS? 


{Stolpe] One should never say never. The world will be 
different if the PDS is still in existence ten years from 
now and is a manageable party that threatens us neither 
structurally nor politically. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The tax agencies are demanding the 
back payment of DM67 million by the PDS. Will the 
debate over the party now be resolved administratively? 


{Stolpe] Unfortunately, this is the impression that is 
being given in the east, and this worries me. The coinci- 
dence of a number of events—the criticism of president 
by seniority of the German Bundestag, Stefan Heym, the 
struggle of the PDS to gain caucus status in the Bund- 
estag—with the gross action of the fiscal agencies is seen 
here as a witchhunt. That makes it easy for men like Gysi 
and Bisky to portray themselves as martyrs. Lost in the 
process is the fact that the PDS should have been 
obligated already in 1990 to lay bare its finances. 


[DER SPIEGEL] As far as Scharping is concerned, there 
can be no party to the left of the SPD. Do you see the 
existence of a leftist camp? 


[Stolpe] If by “left” one means the nonconservative 
camp, then this PDS, despite its obstructionism and all 
the things that one would only touch with a ten-foot pole, 
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is of course a party which belongs in this nonconserva- 
tive camp. For that reason, anyone who engages at 
nonconservative politics must take this party into 
account, a party which is very much a numerical factor 
in elections in the east and is very much in evidence with 
its powerful apparatus. 


[DER SPIEGEL] What went through your head when 
you became aware of Wolfgang Schaeuble’s flirtation 
with the Greens? 


[Stolpe] | wished for the sake of my party that it would 
not fall into this trap. 


{DER SPIEGEL] Into what trap? 


{Stolpe] That Scharping had spontaneously stroked 
Gysi’s head. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Herr Stolpe, we thank you for this 
conversation. 


Land Minister Reports on Neo-Nazi Restructuring 


AU0401191695 Berlin DIE TAGESZEITUNG in German 
3 Jan 95 p§ 


[“kpk”-attributed report: “Restructuring of Neo-Nazi 
Scene”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Frankfurt/Main—* Firm organi- 
zational structures are being replaced with loose auton- 
omous groups of people who do not belong to 
organizations and who participate in a network with the 
aid of mailboxes, info telephones, and mobile tele- 
phones.” In his response to a written question by the 
Alliance 90/The Greens, Rhineland-Palatinate Interior 
Minister Walter Zuber (Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many) reported on the restructuring of the neo-Nazi 
scene that is currently taking place in his and other 
laender. Thus, well-known neo-fascists from Rhineland- 
Palatinate have contacts with neighboring countries. 


German neo-Nazis also participated in an international 
neo-Nazi meeting in Belgium, as well as in the coordi- 
nation of a German- Netherlands Nazi rally last year in 
the small neighboring country Luxembourg—via an info 
telephone. 


Apart from the question by the Alliance 90/The Greens, 
the attempt by neo-Nazis from Baden-Wuerttemberg, 
Bavaria, Saarland, and Rhineland-Palatinate to found 
the “Stuttgart Comradeship” in November 1994 was the 
reason for the investigations by the Interior Ministry. 


Members and functionaries of six right-wing extremist 
and partly banned neo-Nazi organizations participated 


FBIS-WEU-95-003 
5 January 1995 


in the meeting at which the comradeship was to have 
been founded and which was dissolved by the police. 


Deficit From Export Guarantees Decline in 1994 


AU0501082095 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 4 Jan 94 p 9 


[“Stue” report: “Lower Deficit From Hermes Guarantees”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 3 January—The deficit from 
the Federal Government's export guarantees has declined 
from 5.1 billion German marks [DM] in 1993 to DM4.6 
billion last year. According to information obtained by this 
newspaper, just as last year, the major part of the guaran- 
tees—DM4.1 billion—went to contracts with the former 
Soviet Union, which were included in coverage until the 
end of 1991. Over the next few years, too, the federal 
budget will be considerably strained by these old debts, 
which have meanwhile been taken over by Russia and 
rescheduled. A new case for paying compensation is 
Algeria. The rescheduling of DM800 million of German 
demands will affect the federal budget in 1995. Compen- 
sations for deals with Brazil have declined. 


The Hermes ceiling of DM3.5 billion provided to the 
Soviet Union's successor states was not fully exhausted 
in 1994. Hermes guarantees for DM2.4 billion were 
issued. According to estimates, DM1.8-1.9 billion ben- 
efit the eastern laender as orders. At the beginning of 
1994 only DM1.4 billion had been claimed. During the 
second half of December, German exports to Russia 
amounting to DM600 million were covered. The precon- 
dition for this was established by the Russian Govern- 
ment by issuing a state guarantee for the prepared 
individual deals. This applied, for instance, to the pur- 
chase of ships, telecommunications facilities, textile 
machines, and facilities for the foodstuffs industry. The 
fact that these deals can largely still be conducted at the 
old Hermes fees obviously played a role in this connec- 
tion. On average, new exports fees are doubling. 


Of the DM2.5 billion from the total ceiling that goes to 
Russia, DM1.6 billion were used. Two-thirds of the 
DM300 million intended for Kazakhstan were used. The 
ceiling of DM300 million for Ukraine was exceeded by 
DM4 million, but only DM24 million the ceiling for 
Belarus, which is the same, were used. In 1993 a Hermes 
ceiling of DM4 billion for the Soviet Union’s successor 
states was exhausted completely. Most recently, the 
Government tried to limit the high risks, which had been 
accepted after reunification in particular with a view to 
jobs in eastern Germany. Therefore, it is expected that 
on 11 January the Federal Cabinet will decide on a 
clearly lower Hermes ceiling for 1995. It will probably 
not exceed the DM2.4 billion used in 1994. 
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French Secret Agents Expected in Algeria 


LD0401185195 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1800 GMT 4 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Franco-Algerian relations 
were on the agenda of the first cabinet meeting of the 
year. [passage omitted] There were two initiatives from 
the government: an interministerial meeting to clarify 
relations between Paris and Algiers, and then French 
secret agents are expected in Algeria to study ways to 
step up security measures in cooperation with the local 
authorities. [passage omitted] 


Furopean Affairs Minister Criticizes Russian 
Bombing 


LDOSO1114495 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 0720 GMT S Jan 9S 


[Studio interview of Alain Lamassoure, minister of 
European affairs. by correspondent Lise Joly tn Paris; 
from the “Questions by A Plus B” program—tive] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt} [Passage omitted] [Lamas- 
soure}] We shall be forced to modify the Maastricht treaty 
profoundly on subjects other than currency—for 
example, on foreign policy and defense, if the Europeans 
look impotent in Bosnia, it is because they do not have 
the means to conduct a real common foreign and defense 
policy —and furthermore, to enable the European home, 
which was designed initially for six countries and which 
now holds 15, to admit the countries of central and 
eastern Europe who are knocking at the door. This new 
treaty of 1996 will of course have to be put to the French 


people. 


[Joly] You mentioned Bosnia, Mr. Lamassoure: isn’t it 
high time that Europe proves that it exists politically on 
the subjects of Chechnya or Algeria? That it adopt a 
stand? 


{[Lamassoure] This is what France is hoping for, and in 
the framework of our presidency of the Union, we have 
proposed to our partners that we make Russia face up to 
its responsibilities and to remir J it of the commitments 
it made within the Organization for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe [OSCE]. The Europeans do not have 
the right to intervene in each others’ affairs, but they do 
have the right to examine them in the framework of the 
OSCE. All the members of this organization—including 
Russia—committed themselves to show moderation in 
the use of the army, for example, in operations to 
maintain law and order. 


Russia 1s a sovereign state; like any other state, it has the 
right to defend its territorial integrity when this is 
challenged by an armed uprising, but the Russian leaders 
must know that using aircraft and tanks to bomb civil- 
ians when the balance of force is 100 to one is not part of 
the European model of democracy. 


[Joly] So much for Chechnya. What about Algeria? 
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{Lamassoure] As far as Algeria ts concerned, Europe has 
a common position. Contrary to what is sometimes said, 
France does not have a position different from that of 
the international community. We do not support any 
side; we are trying to help the Algerian people, especially 
in economic affairs, and we are calling for dialogue. 
When I say we, I do not only mean us, France, but all of 
the international community—the economic and finan- 
cial aid came first and foremost from the IMF. and from 
all of the European Union. which decided unanimously 
to support an economic policy that would put Algeria 
back on the rails as far as the economy is concerned. 


What we now have to do 1s to help the process of 
dialogue that is needed so that Algeria can get out of the 
situation of civil war. [passage omitted] 


Paper Previews France's EU Presidency 
BRO4011511985 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 2 Jan 95 p § 


[Report by Thierry Arnaud: “France's European Union 
Presidency: Europe Doomed To Immobilize™] 


{FBIS Translated Text] For Europe, 1994 was a paradox- 
ical year. Jacques Delors 1s preparing to leave the presi- 
dency of the European Commission on a triumphant 
note, whereas the Maastricht Treaty, in terms of both its 
vision and its timetable, is running into growing skepti- 
cism. This divorce is nowhere more evident than in 
France. If one believes the polls, a majority of the French 
would like the “federalist” Jacques Delors as president 
of the Republic. But 1994 was also the year in which 
Euro-skepticism became institutionalized in a French 
manner, with the victory of the list headed by Philippe 
de Villiers in the June European elections. 


In such a difficult context, in the best of cases 1995 will 
be merely the year of small steps. The 15 member states 
were wise enough not to set any important dates on this 
year’s calendar. Europe's next major meeting, the Inter- 
governmental Conference to review its institutions, will 
take place in 1996, and the preliminary meeting to 
prepare the conference will take place in the second half 
of this year, thus under the Spanish presidency. This is 
all the better: The year begins with the French presidency 
of the European Council and, at the end of the month, 
with the installation of a new Commission in Brussels. 
Which means that this period is hardly favorable for 
historic advances. 


“Under the Theme of Continuity” 


Foreign Minister Alain Juppe logically announced that 
France’s six-month European Council presidency will 
take place “under the theme of continuity.” No minis- 
terial meeting of the 15 is planned for a six-week period 
in April and May, which includes the two rounds of the 
presidential election. 


On the economic front, the protocol to promote employ- 
ment, youth training, and social protection, desired by 
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[Prime Minister] Edouard Balladur, is to be the subject 
of a special summit. Progress is also expected to be made 
on the 14 major projects approved at the Essen summit. 


As to diplomacy, Paris will work energetically on the 
development of the Mediterranean region, to counterbal- 
ance the development of Union relations with the East. 
The conference on the “Stability Pact,” established at 
Edouard Balladur’s initiative to avoid conflicts in 
Eastern Europe, will take place in Paris in March. The 
renewal of the directive on “television without frontiers” 
or the debate on the working languages in the Union 
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should again be an occasion for France to justify its 
reputation as a fierce defender of the European cultural 
identity. 


A transition period will also be necessary to evaluate the 
new Commission headed by Jacques Santer as of 23 
January. Chosen “by default,” following the British veto 
of Belgian Prime Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene’s nomina- 
tion, Jacques Delors’ successor has nonetheless been 
impressive in his firmness in putting his new team in 
place. Even so, Brussels expects a pragmatic and less 
influential Commission. 
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Segni: Judge Di Pietro Ideal Prime Minister 
BR0401151595 Rome L’UNITA in Italian 4 Jan 95 p 6 


[Interview with Italian Segni Pact leader Mario Segni by 
Giuseppe Mennella in Rome on 3 January: “Segni Calls 
For Di Pietro as Prime Minister”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Yesterday, LA VOCE launched a 
proposal, presented and illustrated in an editorial by 
Indro Montanelli, to entrust the government to Antonio 
Di Pietro. On the same day, Mario Segni gave the idea 
political dignity. 


{Mennella] Deputy Segni, can you tell us how this idea 
was born? 


[Segni] It was born of a simple consideration: Italy needs 
a year’s truce, a year of political peace. In a year, many of 
the reforms that will take us into the second republic can 
be achieved, and this requires a government that seeks to 
represent, and does represent, all Italians and not just 
some of them. In a nutshell, a truly impartial govern- 
ment. Right now I see only one person who can meet 
these requirements: [former Assistant Public Prosecutor] 
Antonio Di Pietro, in other words, the man who has 
given to all Italians and not just to some. We have to 
come up with a proposal that produces neither winners 
nor losers, but which has Italy as the sole winner. Di 
Pietro is a figure who is absolutely incapable of forming 
a partisan government. 


{Mennella] You mention a year of peace to achieve a 
number of reforms. What are they? 


{[Segni] On 18 April 1993, 83 percent of Italians opted for 
a majority system. This means a system ensuring sta- 
bility and the electorate’s choice of government. These 
principles have been put into practice at local level but 
not at national level, and in fact the government has 
reached crisis point after as little as seven months. 
Neither has any law been passed to outlaw monopolies 
and regulate media coverage to ensure that election 
campaigns can be fought on equal terms. These are 
indispensable, indeed essential, guarantees in a majority 
system. Only if these laws are passed—and I also regard 
the direct election of the prime minister as indispens- 
able—will the next election be able to provide a lasting 
government over the whole legislative term. And at that 
point the course embarked on via the referenda may be 
regarded as concluded. 


| Mennella] Of course, you are perfectly well aware of the 
objections to your proposal. How do you counter them? 


{Segni] My answer ts that we have to go for a government 
of technocrats that will be highly qualified in terms of 
coverage of the various sectors: a team offering the best 
of Italian society. So I have personalities of various types 
in mind. As far as Dr. Di Pietro is concerned, he has 
already demonstrated his human qualities, and I believe 
that he can demonstrate political qualities as well. 
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{[Mennella] You are proposing Di Pietro to head a team 
of ministers made up of leading technocrats. What ts 
your ideal lineup? 


{Segni] It is not my place to pick the ministers. This is the 
classic case where we politicians should stay out of it. I 
have a number of people in mind—economists of the 
caliber of Mario Menti—who can form a high-profile 
team in all fields. 


{Mennella] So you believe that the parties should take a 
step backward? 


[Segni] From the first party to the last, they must all be 
urged to do so. 


{[Mennella] Do you think that a government headed by 
Antonio Di Pietro would have a broad parliamentary 
base? 

[Segni] | hope it will gain general support. Faced with 
today’s situation, | expect nobody to place obstacles in 
the way of a solution that is truly in Italy's interests, and 
which may be the only solution. If there are other 
proposals, of course we are willing to examine them. I 
have heard no negative verdicts on Di Pietro, but of 
course we cannot call him up for a government that lasts 
three months. 


[Mennella] But just a few hours ago, the former major- 
ity’s summit meeting ended with a joint communique: 
immediate elections with Berlusconi or with someone 
from the same part of the political spectrum. There is no 
Di Pietro on the horizon in those quarters. 


[Segni] That communique says nothing new. It reflects 
what Fini and Berlusconi have been repeating over the 
last few days, but it points in a dangerous direction for 
the country, which may run serious risks with immediate 
elections, and | ask myself what reasons ihere would be 
for maintaining that line if Di Pietro were in the running. 
What we need now is a government that reassures all 
Italians that no reversal is being made but that work ts 
under way in an atmosphere of harmony to ferry Italy 
over to the second republic and to cope with the eco- 
nomic crisis. Putting forward the former public prosecu- 
tor’s name is our contribution to helping the country 
search for a way out of the stalemate. 


{[Mennella] You will suggest the name of the former 
“Clean Hands” prosecutor to the head of state in the 
course of this second round of consultations on the 
formation of a new government. Do you already know 
what Oscar Luigi Scalfaro thinks of it? 

{Segni] I will present and illustrate my view, but we are 
highly respectful of the president's responsibilities and 
prerogatives, and we will refrain from overstepping the 
mark. 


Poll: Di Pietro ‘Unchallenged Favorite’ as Prime 
Minister 

BRO0401152295 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
4Jan 95 p5 


[Unattributed report: “Scalfaro Deals ‘Best’ With Crisis, 
Beating Berlusconi and Fini"’] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] Milan—An average of 6.5 to 
Scalfaro, 6 to Fini, and 5.4 to Berlusconi: These are the 
grades, on a [highschool-sivle] scale of | to 10. that the 
Italian people awarded to the three politicians grappling 
with the government crisis. The opinion poll was carried 
out by Directa on 30 and 31 December and | January, in 
1.007 telephone interviews in 85 municipalities. Directa 
also asked the interviewees to choose between Antonio 
Di Pietro and Silvio Berlusconi for prime minister. 


Excluding from the reckoning those who declined to 
answer (9.1 percent of the sample—a very high propor- 
tion.) Di Pietro remains the unchallenged favorite. He 
obtained 68 percent of the votes, and Berluscon: 31.2 
percent. 


Fini Rules Out Cossiga, Di Pietro Governments 
BROSO1112398 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 


, 


lralian § Jan 9S p 2 


[F:ancesco Verderam: report: “Fini: Former Ax-man 
and D» Pietro Will Never Act as Stopgap™} 


|FBIS Translated Text] “There only remains the vote,” 
said [National Alliance (AN) Coordinator] Fim, who 
denied the possibilny of launching a Cossiga govern- 
ment: “! spoke with him a few days ago.” the AN leadet 
revealed, “and he told me that ‘a former head of state 
could rever lead a government with such a narrow 
majority. Nor would Di Pretro agree to act as a stopgap. 
Di Pietro holds the same kind of prestigious position. He 
would never want to be part of a petty caretaker govern- 
ment.” While [Civil Service Minister] Urban: 1s working 
on the scenario of holding a constituent assembly. an 
idea which has met with consensus in Forza Italia and 
attention in the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left], 
many Blue [Forza Italia} clubs are calling on their 
deputies to resign en masse. However. the national 
coordinating body for the clubs has denounced the 
initiative. while [Italian Popular Party Secretary] Rocco 
Buttiglione branded it as “blackmail to which the head 
of state must not vield. The Constitution gives him the 
powers to determine the existence of a majority in 
parliament and take on the task of forming a new 
government.” 


Daily Sees Cossiga as ‘Favoriie’ for Prime Minister 


BRO401 151995 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Itatian, 4 Jan YS p 3 


[Report by Marzio Breda: “Scalfaro’s Anger: This Is a 
Diktat™’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—"This 1s a diktat. They 
want a surrender, not a government.” Scalfaro shook his 
head in anger. He had just finished reading the agency 
dispatch reporting the ultimatum issued by the survivors 
of the mayonty pole. an election right away. This is the 
demand, and it limits any room for maneuver to resolve 
the crisis by means of an alternative to Berluscon: that 
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will not completely reverse the 27 March election results. 
Just then there was a knock the door: It was Francesco 
Cossiga, his predecessor, and the man whom many 
people want to bring back out of retirement if things take 
an ugly turn and if a government “of miracles” proves 
necessary, this being the only hypothesis with which the 
former president has stated his willingness to couperate. 


It now seems that someone such as him 1s needed. It was 
an extraordinary coincidence that he and Scalfaro were 
together, discussing this very thing, when the commu- 
nique issued by Berlusconi and Co. started circulating 
around Rome. Their stance closed the president's 
options, rejected any attempts at negotiation, but never- 
theless resolved the impasse by pinning the hopes ot 
averting an election on a “president's government... 
The two spent an hour talking together. They sought 
each other's advice. They planned joint moves. At the 
end the former chief of state emerged with a broad and 
mischievous smile and—extraordinarily for someone as 
loquacious as him—granted not a single remark to the 
reporters waiting outside. This seemed like a clear signal. 
a confirmation that he is now favorite in the running for 
the premiership. The president will probably discuss this 
Starting today with the party delegations that will come 
to visit him during the second round of exploratory 
political consultations—from the progressive forces to 
Forza Italia. from Bossi’s troops to Buttighone’s PPI 
[Italian Popular Party], Fini, Bertinotti, and Casin:. 


He will tell them that. with the demise of the option of 
appointing as prime minister a representative of the 
majority destroyed by the League. the only remaining 
possibility 1s to pursue the path of forming a “program” 
government. It would be led, as has been explained 
several times in recent weeks, by a lofty and independent 
figure who will choose as his ministers very talented 
specialists from all political areas (and above all from the 
center Left); it would have a minimal program: and it 
would try to secure a majority in Parhament. This 
prospect is identified with Francesco Cossiga. According 
to some forecasts. he is several lengths ahead of \arous 
people like Scognamighio, Dini, and Urban: in the pre- 
mier stakes. Among other things, the latter candidates 
face a further drawback. Indeed, the president 1s won- 
dering whether, if he were to appoint one of them. they 
would be able to hold their ground and withstand the 
pressures that would inevitably be brought to bear by 
their “friends” in Forza Italia, on whose lists they were 
elected. For instance, if they were to be approved in 
Parliament by an “enemy” majority—one constituting a 
reversal—would they still accept the appointment? Or 
would they perhaps decline, as Adone Zoli did in 1958? 
When, on the basis of one of his measures, he was turned 
down by his own majority but approved by the fascists. 
he preferred to decline the confidence vote and resign. 


Scalfaro has a long memory and 1s well aware of this 
precedent. And he wall keep it in mind when he decides 
on a name on 6 or 7 January... Rested and relayed after 
the New Year break, he 1s resuming his work to resolve 








This report may contain copy righted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 























FBIS-WEU-95-003 
5 January 1995 


the crisis. He devoted his first day, yesterday, to consul- 
tations with senior institutional officials, past and 
present. These inec'nde a telephone conversation with 
former chief of state Giovanni Leone, in bed with 
influenza; the meeting with Cossiga; and meetings with 
the Senate and lower house speakers, Scognamiglio and 
Pivetti. To all of them he seemed very determined about 
which course to pursue (“with the Constitution as my 
compass,” he keeps saying) and reassured by the recep- 
tion given to his televised message, in which he forced 
Berlusconi into a corner by means of a “friendly” 
proffered hand. The broadcast was watched by an 
extraordinary 14 million people and drew applause from 
the pope, support from the Dossetti committees, broad 
backing from the parties outside the Pole, and full 
approval (with a [highschool-style] rating of 6.5 out of 
10) from a Directa poll that rejected Berlusconi (with a 
pitiless 5.4). 


So he is now working with the support of a kind of 
popular reinvestiture, which somewhat frees him from 
the charges leveled at him in recent months by the hawks 
in Forza Italia. 


Forza Italia’s Urbani Warns of ‘Ugly Atmoshpere’ 
BRO401152095 Turin LA STAMPA in Italian 4 Jan 95 
p3 


{Interview with Italian Civil Service Minister Giuliano 
Urbani by Fabio Martini in Rome on 3 January: “The 
Minister-Professor: ‘This Way We Will End Up Like 
South America’ ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Silvio Berlusconi tried, at the 
Palazzo Chigi summit, to armor-plate the doors against 
those in favor of negotiating, and yet the “soft” line 
survives within Forza Italia, and indeed [Civil Service 
Minister] Giuliano Urbani raises the stakes in high style: 
“Either we go to the polls at once, or it would be a 
disaster to set a term on 4 new government.” Sitting in 
his beautiful office in Palazzo Vidoni, the civil service 
minister, the sophisticated professor from the [Milan] 
Bocconi University who backed Berlusconi in the hope 
of making his dreams of “good government” come true, 
chooses impressive, dramatic words to describe the 
scenario: “There is an ugly atmosphere in the country, an 
atmosphere in which we run the risk of sliding into South 
America; we have gone from clubby politics to a con- 
flictual democracy tending toward direct democracy. 
And this sliding toward South America terrifies me.” 


[Martini] The majority summit did not rule out the birth 
of an electoral government led by someone other than 
Berlusconi. But if this new government were to do well, 
would it not strike you as absurd to write its death 
sentence in advance? 


{[Urbani] We must always start from the things that have 
to be done. So either we go to the polls at once—the 
solution that | prefer—or we launch a new government, 
but a government to last. There is a life cycle to be begun. 
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[Martini] A new government to do what? 


{Urbani] There is the major issue of the pension system 
still outstanding, a supplementary budget is needed, and 
an instrument that I was always against but which ts 
proving indispensable is needed as well: a constituent 
assembly. 


[Martini] To be set up at once? 


[Urbani] Yes, I think this parliament should be the one 
to promote it via a constitutional law. 


[Martini] But it would take several months to pass one... 


[Urban] Certainly, but there would be no particular 
opposition. The constituent assembly should be elected 
by the proportional system and would serve to avoid an 
overlap, that has proven paralyzing, between ordinary 
laws and institutional reforms. One assembly cannot 
deal with both pensions and presidentialism. 


[Martini] In order to achieve an election, Berlusconi is 
ready to stand aside: a farsighted gesture? 


[Urbani] I do not want to go into Berlusconi's difficult, 
personal, and painful decisions as head of a government 
brought down by a political coup. Nobody would like to 
be ut “ts shoes. Of course, the decisions are up to him, 
and alts to the head of state. 


[Martini] Professor Urbani, those who want an imme- 
diate election disregard the referenda... 


[Urbani] I refuse to play that game. Conjecturing would 
mean exerting pressure on the Constitutional Court, and 
if you play that game you risk sliding toward South 
America. 


[Martini] What Marco Pannella really wants is to drag 
Berlusconi toward North America... 


[Urbani] Undoubtedly, but let us take presidentialism: 
In itself, the word means nothing. The constitutional 
model of the United States has been transplanted into 
Latin America, but with precisely the opposite result: 
caudillismo and military regimes. 


[Martini] But the model works in the United States. 


{[Urbani] American presidentialism is shipping water all 
around; in any case, it rests on three extremely heavy 
counterweights to presidential power: federalism, Con- 
gress, and the Supreme Court. 


[Martini] So what ts the lesson? 


[Urbani] You know what the lesson is? That we run the 
risk of putting our money on a model without having the 
safeguards in place, thus maximizing its defects. 


[Martini] But Pannella alone advocates that model in 
Italy... 
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[Urbani] It seems like Pannella is the only one, but in 
actual fact widespread presidentialism is making fright- 
ening headway. 


[Martini] And what is Professor Urbani’s recipe? 


[Urbani] Premiership. We would not now find ourselves 
in the present situation if the Pole candidates had been 
bound by a common undertaking obliging them » state 
their candidate for prime minister as well as their 
electoral affiliation. This did not happen at the last 
election, and now we can only register Bossi’s coup, 
without any certainty of going to the polls. 


[Martini] If we go to the polls at once, you will have to 
fight the election in your constituency under the symbol 
of Forza Italia and AN [National Alliance]: Does this 
leave you cold? 


{Urbani] Fini is moving in the right direction, and I hope 
that the party conference will confirm this line. 


[Martini] As chief ally, a party that worshiped the Duce 
until two years ago ... 


[Urbani] In many cases their library is not mine, but I 
have to say that the behavior of my AN colleagues in 
government gives me no grounds for compaint. 


[Martini] Meanwhile you are mecting with Buttiglione: 
Did you not get your fingers burned 10 days ago, when 
you struck a secret deal with the PPI [Italian Popular 
Party] on the two-tier system and the following day saw 
the PPI-League no-confidence motion? 


[Urbani] More haste often means less speed, but Butt- 
iglione is obviously not yet clear as to what his policy 
aims to achieve at the end of the day, and is wavering 
this way and that. 


[Martini] Professor Urbani, you know Berluscon: and 
his entourage well: Why do the “hawks” always win? 


{[Urbani] Berlusconi talks with everybody, but the deci- 
sions are always his. | smile when I read that the Previti 
line has prevailed. Berlusconi is not someone who makes 
a given decision because the last person he spoke to has 
advised him to make it or because his advisers are 7 to 3 
in favor. Berlusconi listens to everyone, then he always 
decides himself. 


Freedom Pole Communique Cites Stand on Next 
Government 

BRO401152195 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 4 Jan 95 p 2 


[Report by Guido Credazzi: “Alignment Says: Either 
Berlusconi or Elections”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—Unless Berlusconi ts 
reappointed, there must be an immediate election. This 
is the stance that Forza Italia, the AN [National Alli- 
ance}, CCD [Christian Democratic Center], and Feder- 
alist-Liberal Democrats will reaffirm to Scalfaro today, 
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the stance that resulted from yesterday's majority 
summit (though Bossi scornfully referred to it as the 
“minority” summit) at the Chigi Palace, at the end of 
which the following communique was issued: “1. Silvio 
Berlusconi is the only representative of the Alignment 
for Freedom having the political legitimization to lead a 
new government representing a parliamentary majority 
consistent with the 27 March election results. 2. If this 
condition is not met, under present conditions an elec- 
tion will be the necessary solution to provide the country 
in the near future with the institutional, political, eco- 
nomic, and social stability is urgently needs. 3. If this 
happens, it may be possible to facilitate the formation of 
an electoral government led by another representative of 
the Alignment.” Apart from Berlusconi (who will brief 
Forza Italia members of parliament today), the meeting 
was attended by Fini, Tatarella, Previti, Costa, D’Onof- 
rio, Mastella, Casini, Dotti, La Loggia, and Michelini. 
Pannella was not there because he was busy with his 
clubs, and later criticized his allies: “The problems 
cannot be resolved by holding a last-minute meeting. In 
any case, the summit did not even broach the subject of 
the referendums.” 


Fini later explained to journalists: “The significance of 
this meeting ts very clear. We refuse to grant either direct 
or indirect approval to any government, whoever its 
prime minister is, that does not have a mandate to 
organize an election in a matter of weeks. In other words, 
there must be an election, and the date 1s 26 March.” On 
the basis of what kind of majority should such a govern- 
ment be formed? “Governments that organize elections 
do not necessarily have a majority. Governments that 
enjoy a majority are in office in order to govern.” But 
could the majority be extended to the PPI [Italian 
Popular Party]? “As long as the government is headed by 
Berlusconi.” Mastella added: “There is no alternative, 
because there is a numerical majority but not a political 
one, and this would cause the country serious difficul- 
ties."’ He cited an example: “Tell me what there is in 
common between Andreatta’s and Bertinotti’s stances 
on the subject of pensions?” 


Alberto Michelini, who represented the Liberal Demo- 
crats at the meeting, gave the following assurance: “Our 
position is definitely not against Scalfaro’s. He must 
reach decisions independently, as guarantor.” But the 
Italian Republican Party was scathing about Michelini's 
presence there, pointing out that the former DC [Chris- 
tian Democratic Party] deputy “was elected on the Pact's 
lists and was fielded as a direct rivai to Berlusconi in the 
same constituency.” And since Tremonti and Grillo 
joined the government from the opposition, the Repub- 
licans claim that “the League has done nothing different 
and can take part in different majorities.” 


PPI Secretary Rocco Buttiglione, who described the 
Chigi Palace meeting as “disappointing,” had a long 
meeting at his home with Bossi. The topic of discussion 
was the establishment of a center alignment based on the 
League and the PPI but regarding Forza Italia as “an 
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essential interlocutor.” It was rumored that D’Alema 
also attended the meeting, but Buttiglione declined to 
either confirm or deny it. Buttiglione also said that 
Lamberto Dini, whose chances of gaining the prime 
ministership seem to be improving, could be “an excel- 
lent leader,” though he added, “he is not my candidate.” 
Dini and the Greens are definitely opposed to the idea: 
“He ts unacceptable. Dini has played a leading role in the 
Berlusconi government. He ts certainly not an indepen- 
dent figure. Indeed, he is a warmed-over version of 
Berlusconi himself... The Rete also rejected Dini: “A 
leading actor in the failed Berlusconi government, and a 
bad actor cannot improve by changing his role.” 


Progressive lower house floor leader Luigi Berlinguer 
described the majority summit as follows: “The impo- 
tent cry of a minority that presumes to dictate what will 
happen without having the numerical strength to do so.” 
Giorgio Napolitano was more circumspect, however: 
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“There is z novelty in the reference to a possible govern- 
ment led by another representative of the alignment.” He 
added: “They talk about an electoral government, but 
perhaps with some willingness to discuss a program that 1s 
not confined solely to an election.” After a well-attended 
meeting with his parliamentary group, Berlinguer reaf- 
firmed its stance: “We are in favor of a government 
enjoying a broad Parliamentary base-—not a regular gov- 
ernment, but a special, emergency government. This, in 
order to introduce another economic package, because it 1s 
up to us to resolve these thorny issues—pensions reform, 
such institutional matters as regional and national elec- 
toral legislation, antitrust legislation, and a reform of the 
state in a federalist direction.” 


According to calculations by Agenzia Italia, the lower 
house is currently divided exactiy in half over the 
prospect of an election: 315 in favor and 315 against. So 
a single change of heart would be enough to disrupt the 
balance. According to Livia Turco, “Communist 
Renewal must be included.” 
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Soares’ New Year Address ‘Not Very Optimistic’ 
BR0401130495 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 2 Jan 95 p 5 


[Report by Joao Pedro Henriques: “I Remain a Moder- 
ator and Referee””’} 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In his New Year address 
which was broadcast on TV yesterday, President Soares 
replied to the accusations made by the PSD [Social 
Democratic Party] of abandoning the referee’s box and 
going over to play the opposition’s game. On the last 
page of his | 1-page text, Mario Soares replied, albeit in a 
moderate tone, to all those who reacted critically to his 
mosi recent public statements, especially his interview 
with DIARIO DE NOTICIAS: “I have never sinned, be 
it by silence or omission. If this had indeed happened, it 
would certainly be serious. But i have not done anything, 
nor would I do anything, that would not strictly comply 
with the powers which the Constitution has vested in me 
in accordance with the law and the national interest, by 
maintaining myself, as | promised, until the end of my 
term as a moderator and referee.” 


The president, who guaranteed he would remain “loyal 
to the commitment” to do everything to “avoid crises,” 
also said that “the Portuguese people could remain 
calm” since he will never let himself be “dragged into 
pointless polemics.” “Democracy itself has the means 
and conditions for peacefully resolving problems, no 
matter how difficult they seem to be.” In the message, 
Soares emphasized that Portugal “is one nation which 
we can consider to be relatively spared” in comparison 
“to what can be seen in the world of suffering, poverty, 
uncertainty, and pain,” but then he immediately under- 
lined that we are “among the poorest” in the European 
Union. He added that “while we have serious prob- 
lems—which primarily affect those who are most 
deprived, excluded, and marginalized—we have man- 
aged to wend our way since 25 April with good sense and 
balance, safeguarding the most important thing of all, 
namely freedom.” 


Soares is not very optimistic about the immediate future: 
1995, which the “United Nations is devoting to toler- 
ance, is not going to be easy for Europe or for us, the 
Portuguese people. Unemployment is still high and there 
are no easy solutions. The economic recovery that we all 
want is asserting itself irreversibly, although it ts sending 
out weak signals.” After recalling that legislative elec- 
tions will be held in 1995, followed in early 1996 by 
presidential elections, the president “dropped” a phrase 
of dubious content: “People are beginning to grasp the 
inevitability of political and economic choices that are 
not proving to be especially easy.” This is why, he 
advocated, “it is important to manage the remaining 
time with balance, consideration, and good sense.” 


Mario Soares—who is in Brazil, where he took part in 
the inauguration of Fernando Henrique Cardoso as 
Brazilian president yesterday —devoted a major part of 
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his speech to underlining the importance of relations 
with Portugal and with the other Portuguese-speaking 
countries. He said that the creation of a community of 
Portuguese-speaking countries is an “inevitable project 
currently under way.” 


East Timor and its “admirable people” also deserve “a 
word of absolute and emotional solidarity.” [passage 
omitted] 


Liberto Confirms Silva Will Complete Mandate 


LD0401134898 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 4 Jan 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Cavaco Silva will 
not leave the government before the end of his mandate. 
This assurance was given by the ruling Social Demo- 
cratic Party [PSD]. Nunes Liberato was speaking last 
night in Ourique. As for the party's leadership from 
1995-99, Nunes Liberato recalled that the decision 
would be made by the National Council. 


[Unidentified correspondent] All uncertainty has been 
dispelled. Nunes Liberato gave assurances about Cavaco 
Silva's remaining as head of government until the end of 
his mandate. He made these statements last night in 
Ourique. 


[Begin Liberato recording] The prime minister has said 
repeatedly that he will complete the mandate which the 
Portuguese people bestowed on him. Therefore, he has a 
mandate to fulfil, and he will do so, no doubt. [passage 
omitted] 


As for the next mandate, between 1995 and 1999, it is 
not the congress which is responsible for choosing wl.o 
will be PSD’s candidate for prime minister; this is the 
responsibility of the PSD National Council. It is not the 
Socialist Party or parliament which should be making 
that decision. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Future of WEU Discussed 


9SES0044A Lisbon PUBLICO in Portuguese 23 Nov 94 
pid 


[Article by Alvaro Vasconcelos: “The Sleeping Beauty” 


[FBIS Translated Text] Now that the logical and natural 
celebration of the diplomatic triumph of undeniable 
importance for Portugal represented by the appointment 
of Ambassador Jose Cutileiro as secretary general of the 
Western European Union (WEU) is over, it is perhaps 
time to contemplate the tremendous difficulty of the 
tasks confronting him, the greatest of which will perhaps 
be providing that organization with the credibility it 
presently lacks. Again today, the reinvigoration of the 
WEU seems to be the goal of its member nations. That is 
what can be concluded following the ministers’ meeting 
in Noordwijk, at which the choice of Jose Cutileiro was 
confirmed and The Nine declared that without a 
common defense policy, European construction remains 
incomplete. 
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Established in 1948 by the Treaty of Brussels, su>se- 
quently revised, the WEU has ceased to be the “sleeping 
beauty” it was during the years of the Cold War. This 
was how it was described by the first secretary general in 
the so-called period of “revitalization” decided upon ip 
1984. But the awakening of the sleeping beauty and the 
marriage with the European Union celebrated in Maas- 
tricht (but not yet consummated) offers no guarantee of 
a life to be lived happily ever after. 


In fact, the WEU still falls far short of the expectation 
created at the end of the Cold War—that it would be an 
organization in which the nations in the European Com- 
munity would in fact assume their responsibilities in 
view of the new threats hovering over European security. 
This expectation was the greater since the United States 
has shown little inclination to participate directly in our 
European regional conflicts. 


The inability to intervene as of the beginning of the war 
in Slovenia and Croatia, which made possible the mas- 
sacre of Dubrovnik on the Adriatic Coast, for example, 
with one bombardment after another by the feeble 
Serbian Navy, was a sad harbinger of the limits of the 
European will. The continuation of the war in Bosnia has 
done nothing but confirm these limits. 


As Jose Cutileiro’s predecessor, Willem van Eekelen, the 
former Dutch defense minister, soon realized, the ability 
of the WEU to act depends entirely on the will of the 
member nations. If the WEU has failed to take decisive 
action in the former Yugoslavia, it has not been because 
the secretary general did not favor such intervention— 
because he has insistently urged it—but because the 
member nations did not want to take action. This lack of 
desire became obvious in 1991, when at the request of 
the foreign ministers of The Twelve, the WEU drafted a 
plan for intervention in Yugoslavia calling for the assign- 
ment there of 30,000 men, but the plan was never 
implemented 


The current WEU action in Bosnia, apart from the 
imposition of the embargo on the Danube and the 
Adriatic (this in collaboration with NATQO), which 
affects Serbia and Bosnia equally, is limited to the 
assignment of a police force on the ground in Mostar (a 
city under EU [European Union] administration)}—a 
total of 182 men at the most. The French and British 
troops that constitute by far the largest contingent are 
not operating within the framework of a joint WEU 
action, but under their nations’ responsibilities to the 
United Nations. It is the United Nations that has under- 
taken, in Bosnia, the impossible mission of “maintaining 
peace when there is no peace,” as Pierre Hassener put it. 
This has contributed to the current situation of wide- 
spread aggression, which the undeniably necessary 
NATO air attacks cannot possibly bring to an end, 
because it is on the ground that everything 1s decided. 


In 1996, the European Union will debate whether or not 
it should adopt a common defense policy, with a view, in 
particular, to the fact that 1998 will mark the 50th 
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anniversary of the Treaty of Brussels and the end of the 
period that document says must have elapsed before the 
WEU is authorized to dissolve itself. The question will 
again arise as to the relationship of the WEU to the 
European Union and NATO. The question may not be 
so dramatic in this instance, but it 1s probably charac- 
terized by greater realism. For a certainty, the institu- 
tional reorganization in 1996 will be one major issue the 
new secretary-general will have to face. This is true 
above all because the European Union, on which the 
WEU depends politically, according to the Maastricht 
Treaty, is going to expand. This expansion will lead to a 
broader gap between the member nations of the Euro- 
pean Union ‘there will be 15 or 16, within a few months) 
and the member nations of the WEU (nine or 10 or 11, 
depending on whether or not Norway joins and Greece ts 
accepted, respectively). 


But however important the institutional issue may be. 
and obviously it is important, reforms will serve no good 
purpose if the political will to act is lacking. The control 
exercised by the governments over the European pro- 
cess, moreover, has been increasing steadily since 1993, 
but this does not mean that they can do without the 
initiative of supranational bodies that create a common 
dynamic. 


Van Eekelen has challenged the governments in public 
statements, which cost him some support. The new 
secretary general will certainly attempt to develop a 
consensus among the member nations in order to 
achieve some progress on the basis of proposals. To do 
this, as was determined in Noordwijk a short time ago, it 
will in fact be necessary to strengthen the permanent 
secretariat, in the political-military sector, above all, and 
to improve the information sector and the operational 
capacity of the WEU. 


These measures and the others approved on the same 
occasion will, however, have no effect if the WEU 
continues to proceed at the rate of the s!owest of its 
members (even the “fastest.” moreover, have not shown 
any great excess of energy). Public pressure will also 
continue to be essential, and it should come primarily 
through the parliamentary assembly of the WEU. How- 
ever, that body, made up of representatives with the 
Council of Europe, is not really in touch with the specific 
problems of defense and with the sectors that affect 
opinion in the respective countries in this area. The 
creation of a European defense council, made up of 
representatives of the various parliamentary defense 
commissions, would be an interesting undertaking. 


From ‘Atlanticism’ to ‘Europeanism 
9SES0044B Lisbon PUBLICO in Portuguese 28 Nov 94 
pp 4-5 


[Article by Teresa de Sousa: “The Silent Revolution in 
Portuguese Foreign Policy™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Conversion from “faithful ally” 
to Europeanist. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











22 PORTUGAL 


With the fervency of converts, the Portuguese diplomats 
seem prepared to prove their “unambiguous Eurcpean- 
ism” in Brussels. The battle for the WEU [Western 
European Union] is the most recent and most important 
evidence of this new attitude in Lisbon. But there have 
been other, ofien almost imperceptible, signs pointing to 
the path being pursued in this silent revolution. And 
“Atlanticism”™ today is little more than the screen that 
conceals the anti-European positions. 


When Ambassador Jose Cutileiro was elected secretary 
general of the WEU a little more than 15 days ago by 
Portugal's eight partners in the European defense orga- 
nization, the triumph of Portuguese diplomacy was 
suitably celebrated, but perhaps not entirely understood. 
The fact that this was the first time the country has 
managed to win for itself a post of the first rank in a 
European organization was emphasized. Just as the fact 
that the keenest adversary of Lisbon’s candidate was a 
Spaniard was duly savored. 


But there may, perhaps, have been insufficient emphasis 
on the symbolic nature of this venture by the Portuguese 
diplomatic service in Brussels. The circumstances under 
which this triumph was achieved, together with the 
arguments employed in the harsh preliminary negotia- 
tions, might be the visible manifestation of an effective 
change in the direction of diplomatic policy and the 
result of a silent revolution in the actual strategic 
thinking of the country and its basic concepts relating to 
the defense of the interests of the nation and Portugal's 
role in the world. 


When, as of the 50th anniversary of the establishment of 
the Lajes Base, the conditions necessary for an agree- 
ment between Lisbon and Washington concerning its use 
have finally been established—no longer a Third-World 
agreement characterized by an unbalanced bilateral rela- 
tionship, but one dictated by the institutional member- 
ship of Portugal in the European Union and NATO; 
when the second failure of the notorious summit meeting 
of the Portuguese-speaking nations has laid bare the 
weaknesses and myths of Portugal's former African 
policy; when the Portuguese minister of foreign affairs 
has publicly told his peers in the WEU that “the devel- 
opment of a European defense identity is of the greatest 
importance” to the EU [European Union], after having 
said less than a year ago that the vital interests of the 
country are being defended in Bosnia—-what we are 
witnessing, after all, is a “silent revolution” in Portu- 
guese diplomacy. It is not a matter of public debate, it is 
true, and it is even far removed from the concerns of the 
political elite and the partisan cultures, but it is effective 
and real. The days of the old “Atianticism™ that has 
served throughout our recent history to conceal the 
various aspects and phases of strategic and diplomatic 
traditions—successively isolationist and colonialist, 
“pro-American” and anti-European——appear to be num- 
bered. Just as the old geopolitical concepts that inspired 
it and had the military and diplomatic bodies as their 
principal protagonists and interpreters are gradually 
losing ground and influence. 
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The German Vote 


“We must have an unambiguous European position. We 
must be the first to involve ourselves in ccrrecting our 
image in Europe.” It can be said without risk of exagger- 
ation that this has come to be the slogan of the Neces- 
sidade Palace where Portuguese foreign policy is con- 
cerned. And the diplomatic battle waged recently by 
Minister Durao Barroso to bring about Cutileiro’s elec- 
tion to the WEU post constituted the first major prac- 
tical exercise in this political transformation. 

It is a question, first of all, of changing Portugal's image 
in the eyes of its principal European partners, particu- 
larly as compared to that of our neighoor, Spain. “It was 
necessary to prove to the Germans that Spain is no morc 
Europeanist than we are,” and that “we are not prepared 
to continue to be seen as the supporters of British 
eccentricities” when it comes to political integration 
issues. This staternent was made by a diplomatic source 
who followed the negotiations leading up to the choice of 
the secretary general of the WEU very closely. 


The success of Portugal's diplomacy can be measured, as 
the officials at the MNE [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] 
never tire of saying, by the fact that Paris and Bonn 
decided just a few days before the decisive vote on 10 
November to support Lisbon’s, rather than Madrid's, 
candidate. 


What was at stake, apart from the personalities of the 
candidates, was the images Lisbon and Madrid had 
managed to create of their two nations in Brussels since 
they became members in 1986. The cards held by the 
Spanish diplomats included their immaculate European- 
ism; their active efforts in favor of European integration 
in all sectors; and their continuing support of the major 
initiatives along the Paris-Bonn axis, particularly since 
1990, when in view of the events in the East, the French 
and the Germans decided to direct the Community along 
the path of political union that would lead to Maastricht. 


Factors working against Portugal included the unfavor- 
able image of the country as a demanding nation with 
regard to Community funds (like Spain), but reluctant 
with regard to political integration; as a good student in 
the realm of economics, but inattentive and relatively 
passive on matters of a strategic and political nature; and 
as always inclined to lean toward Great Britain's “Atlan- 
ticism,” as opposed to “continental” excesses. Above all, 
when it came to Europe's relations with the United 
States within the framework of the Atlantic Alliance. 


End of Military Domination 


If one takes a careful look backward, more than a few 
perceptible signs of this “silent revolution” in Portu- 
guese diplomacy can easily be seen. And while they have 
rarely come to be the subject of public debate or even 
discussion by the party leaders, that is perhaps because 
the PSD [Social Democratic Party] and the PS [Socialist 
Party} have reached a real consensus on the strategic and 
foreign policy issues. 
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However, the adaptation of the political leaders to the 
new status of Portugal as a member of the leading 
Western European institutions (from the Community, as 
of 1986; to the WEU, as of 1988; and, naturally, NATO) 
has been slow, and has not always been clez Ay pursued. 


At the end of the 1980s, the visibility of and the 
domination by the military (and institutions such as the 
Institute for Advanced Military Studies) or the IDN 
{National Defense Institute] in the formulation of the 
nation’s strategic concepts were still very real, although 
the current political process of natsonal participation in 
the EC [European “ommuanity! was developing on a 
parallel basis. This was the era when military leaders like 
Loureiro dos Santos, Lemos Ferreira, and Firmino 
Miguel (now deceased) dominated the debates on 
strategy and tried to keep the defense policy “outside” 
the sphere of the nation’s European policy, subjecting 
the traditional geopolitical approach to national security 
issues. 


The fact that the reaction to the PREC [post-25 April 
revolutionary process] gave great impetus to a kind of 
(pro-NATC) “ideological Atlanticism™ among the dein- 
ocratic political forces (as a counterpoint to the internal 
offensive of the PCP [Portuguese Communist Party] and 
the international offensive of the Soviet Union) pro- 
vided the ideal cultural medium, politically speaking, for 
the continued dominance of the doctrines emphasizing 
the Atlantic identity of Portugal (to which it owed its 
hisioric independence). And also the doctrines that 
found in the “maritime powers” (England, and after 
World War Il, the United States) the political and 
military allies required tc combat the hegemonic conti- 
nental trends, and, in particular, their most nefarious 
manifestation—Spain. 


Immutable geography continued to dominate politics 
and its democratic development, both in Portugal and in 
its perception of Western Europe. It is curious to note, 
for example, how a clear anti-Germanic tradition still 
lingers today among the members of the Portuguese 
diplomatic and political elite. It can only be explained in 
terms of how strong this “Atlanticist” geopolitical cul- 
ture and the mistrust in continental Europe still remain. 
From this point of view, every move toward the political 
integration of the UE is viewzd as an effort made by the 
major European powers, led by Germany, to dominate 
the entire continent. 


On the other hand, the difficulty encountered in 
adapting to the loss of the colonies in Africa (the contin- 
uation of the “Portuguese space” as a condition of 
sovereignty, theorized by the Salazar regime) heightened 
the importance of Lisbon's African policy, as compared 
to that for Europe. The very importance of the military 
on the political front (to which the presidential election 
of Soares in 1986 put a symbolic end) served as a 
constraint on Portuguese strategic thinking in the realm 
of security and foreign policy pertaining to the new 
European reality. 
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The lack of practice in functioning on the level of 
international and supranational institutions in a demo- 
cratic Europe (which requires a consistent ability to put 
forward diplomatic initiatives and effective participa- 
tion in the instiiutional structures) 1s another factor that 
has hindered Portugal's adjustment to its new identity as 
a European democracy. This led to an apprenticeship 
that has not always been easy and is only today beginning 
to bear full fruit. 


The weight and the influence of the old concepts and the 
new myths also were evidenced in the mistrustful atti- 
tudes adopted by the Portuguese government during the 
European Political Union negotiations that took place 
throughout 1991 and led to the Maastricht Treaty in 
December of that year. Lisbon, like London, viewed an 
expansion of the PESC to all sectors with mistrust, and 
feared that the strengthening of a European pillar of 
defense (through a common defense policy and ine 
WEU) might undermine the preponderant role of 
NATO, and of the United States within the Alliance, in 
European security and defense. 


The weaknesses in the domestic economy put to the test 
by the new demands of the Community in connection 
with the Internal Market and the Monetary Union 
contributed (and are still contributing) to an increased 
fear of Europe on the part of the economic agents, and 
the tendency (which persists in some sectors) to seck 
refuge in the defense of the privileged relations enjoyed 
with Africa, Brazil, or even (illusory illusion!) the Norih 
American market. 


The Current Situation 


While Durao Barroso (and Cavaco Silva) have converted 
to Europeanism, and while Fernando Nogucira seems to 
have a clear perception of the fact that the defense policy 
should and must serve the European directions and 
choices in the country’s foreign policy, some factions and 
individuals in the PSD continue to pontificate and. for 
reasons of pure political tactics or because of links with 
the more backward sectors of society, are moving in the 
opposite direction. Dias Loureiro and Santana Lopes ar 
two of the principal spokesmen for these factions, and 
although a considerable part of their motivation may be 
the result of the internal warfare between nmval factions. 
their views are also consistent with the fears and mistrusi 
felt by a part of the social democratic electorate con- 
cerning the governm-eni's clear placement of its wager on 
Europe. 


In the PS, matters seem to be rather more fluid. Having 
accepted the leadership role in the European battle, due 
to the force of circumstances and the protagonism of 
Soares, the socialists, who were cxcluded from the 
responsibilities of government 10 years ago, seem to be 
existing on the basis of that tradition, and little else, 
toGay. With some exceptions, such as Jaime Gama 
(whose influence on the definition of the thinking of the 
PS on foreign and defense choices continues to be 
relatively great) and Joao Cravinho (who represents the 
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most f-deralist faction within his party), the socialists 
have been notable, above all, for their absence from the 
public discussions of these issues. 


Nevertheless, the Portuguese politicians—government 
and opposition—will be called upon very soon to adopt 
positions on the future of the European Union, which is 
immensely complex and vastly important to the future of 
the country. Within the ministerial offices, the govern- 
ment has already come to understdiid what will be at 
stake at the intergovernmental conference in 1996, 
which will review the Maastricht Treaty, and it appears 
to be beginning to act consistent with this understanding. 
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However, the public and even the elite groups continue 
to regard Europe with indifference or to limit the discus- 
sion of European issues to the funds involved and their 
proper or improper use. 


By leaving the field free for the “patriotic” and nation- 
alist arguments of Manuel Monteiro or the anti- 
European social demagogy of the PCP, the two principal 
parties are in danger of coming to grips with the issue too 
late, or of underestimating the difficulties involved. 
Portugal cannot be Europeanist in Brussels and “‘Atlan- 
ticist” in Lisbon. 
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Gonzalez Refuses To Meet Aznar on Early 
Elections 


BR0401151095 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 4 Jan 94 
p 13 


{Report by Anabel! Diez: “Prime Minister Rejects 
Meeting With Aznar To Agree on Bringing Forward 
Election”’} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez will reject holding a meeting with People’s 
Party Chairman Jose Maria Aznar if its purpose is to 
respond to the People’s Party’s call to agree on holding 
an election 28 May, together with municipal and auton- 
omous community elections. Gonzalez regards 1995 as 
crucial for implem ng his government’s plans. Last 
week, Felipe Gon’- / expressed his intention to con- 
tinue with the legisiative term, and predicted that pos- 
sible scandals will not cease “until May.” 


The People’s Party believed that the meeting with 
Gonzalez could take place next week. PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party] Secretary for Political and Insti- 
tutional Relations Txiki Benegas says that the People’s 
Party only calls for state agreements in connection with 
an election. 


The government has received with some unease the 
People’s Party’s demand, voiced by Chairman Jose 
Maria Aznar, to bring forward the election on the 
occasion of the reopening of the GAL [Antiterrorist 
Liberation Groups] affair. The Socialists acknowledge 
that the People’s Party has not gone overmuch to the 
heart of the matter, but they say it has taken political 
advantage of it in order to present itself as the redeemer 
of a situation which allegedly cannot be controlled by 
those currently in power. The People’s Party's view 
remains that the PSOE should facilitate the transition, as 
this party did with the Union of the Democratic Center 
(UCD). 


Two Views 


The story is told differently by the two parties. Whereas, 
according to the People’s Party, the centrist government 
passed the baton to the Socialists without offering resis- 
tance, the PSOE asserts that this was not the case. They 
acknowledge that Felipe Gonzalez went to the Moncloa 
Palace whenever he was invited, first by Prime Minister 
Adolfo Suarez and then by Leopoldo Calvo Sotelo, but it 
never occurred to him to propose agreements to call an 
election. The Socialists insist that there is no place for 
this demand in democracy. 


Apart from statements, the fact is that last week 
Gonzalez expressed his intention to complete the legis- 
lative term to a small group of colleagues, although he 
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expects scandals to continue until May. “They will not 
cease until May,” Gonzalez said last Tuesday [27 
December], when they were discussing whether or not 
the government should appear in the Congress [of Dep- 
uties] in order to explain the reopening of the GAL 
affair. His interlocutors were Deputy Prime Minister 
Narcis Serra, Minister of the Prime Minister's Office 
Alfredo Perez Rubalcaba, Socialist group chairman 
Joaquin Almunia, and Executive Committee members 
Cipria Ciscar and Txiki Benegas. 


Members of the PSOE Executive Committee assert that 
the People’s Party will find it difficult to “make their 
chickens hatch,” because the Socialists will not “surren- 
der.” The term “surrender” is frequently used in the 
PSOE in order to define what the People’s Party wants it 
to do. 


Secretary for Political and Institutional Relations Txiki 
Benegas outlined his party’s stance. “It seems paradox- 
ical that the Right only calls for an agreement when 
elections are concerned, whereas it is always rejecting 
agreements regarding issues of national interest.” 
According to Benegas, they would be prepared to discuss 
with the People’s Party “state matters in which every- 
body would make an effort of generosity in order to set 
national aims above party aims.” 


With regard to the scope of such agreements, Benegas 
said that “they are necessary in all democratic systems, 
but should never be the result of any kind of barter, such 
as is being sought by the People’s Party in return for 
setting a new date for an election.” 


Benegas highlighted what is now beginning to be 
repeated in all Socialist circles: “We are concerned about 
to what extent the attempts to discredit the government 
could affect the economy.” In fact, the People’s Party is 
solely highlighting the economic element of Gonzalez’ 
discussions with Aznar at a dinner two weeks ago. 


Foreign investors’ holding back in view of the political 
tension was the aspect which made the greatest impact 
on Aznar. He discussed this issue at two internal party 
meetings over the past 10 days and called for “prudence” 
and responsibility on everybody's part. 


During the dinner discussion held at the Constitutional 
Court chairman’s home on 20 December, Aznar was 
particularly worried by the economic recession with 
which he could be confronted if he wins the election. 
Little eise must have interested him, judging by what he 
said at a dinner with his members of parliament on the 
following day. “Many truths are being spoken here, 
unlike at a dinner which I attended yesterday, at which I 
heard many lies,” Aznar is claimed to have said. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











26 SWITZERLAND 


UN, ICRC Operations in Chechnya Viewed 


LD0401172495 Bern Swiss Radio International in 
English 1100 GMT 4 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [Presenter Paul Sufrin] The 
Geneva-based United Nations High Commissioner for Ref- 
ugees is preparing for a relief operaticn on behalf of civilian 
victims of the fighting in the breakaway region of Chechnya. 
The preparations follow a request from the Russian author- 
ities to help thousands of civilians who have fled the conflict 
zone. As Gordon Martin reports, the UNHCR has reponded 
to the request even though the people in need are not 
refugees in the strictest sense of the word. 


[Begin recording] [Martin] As the intense cold adds to 
the suffering of those forced to flee their homes, official 
Russian sources say that about 37,000 displaced persons 
have been registered with the authorities, but UNHCR 
puts the figure at two or three times higher. Most of them 
have gone to the neighboring regions of Ingushetia and 
Dagestan. 


In strictest juridical terms, the Chechens are not refugees 
since they have not crossed an internationally recognized 
frontier, but on humanitarian grounds, UNHCR’s man- 
date can be, and is being, stretched to help them, as 
spokeswoman Ruth Marshall explains. 


[Marshall] [Passage omitted] 


[Martin] The UNHCR assessment mission is now due to 
start drawing up a detailed list of exactly what help is 
needed. [passage omitted] Miss Marshall says a first airlift 
will fly in 10,000 blankets, plastic sheeting, generators, 400 
cooking stoves, 4 tonnes of soap, 12 tonnes of purifying 
chlorine tablets, along with medical and other necessities. 
Once the advance team has defined the needs, then an 
appeal will be launched and the relief operation will get fully 
underway. This is Gordon Martin in Geneva. [end 
recording] 


[Sufrin} Meanwhile, representatives of the UNHCR have 
had meetings with a delegation of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross [ICRC] in Moscow to discuss the 
planned operation and the situation of displaced people in 
Chechnya. The ICRC has been active in the conflict area 
almost from the beginning, bringing food and medical 
supplies to critical areas. One of those areas is the capital, 
Grozny. Newsnet asked Pierre Gassman at the ICRC head- 
quarters in Geneva about how the operation is proceeding. 


[Begin recording] [Gassman] We are getting in from the 
south of Grozny, into the southern suburbs, where two 
hospitals are still functioning that we can regularly resupply, 
and we have been able to visit the first Russian prisoners 
held by the Chechens. Now, we have not gotten access to all 
Russian prisoners and we are quite worried about a number 
of them that we—of whose existence we have been 
advised—that we have not been able to see, and we are 
strongly appealing to everyone there to treat these prisoners 
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well and to keep them away from the fighting areas in the 
middle of the town. The problem is that we cannot and we 
will not go into the actual fighting area, it is much too 
dangerous to go there, and our estimate is that probably not 
many civilians are left in the center of the city. 


[Correspondent] So your main concerns regarding the 
civilian population are for the people outside who have 
taken refuge with families and friends. 


{Gassmann) Absolutely. Our estimate is that about 200,000 
people out of Grozny have fled into the southern suburbs 
and into villages and towns southeast and southwest of 
Grozny, where we can reach them, and where they live with 
families. We are also trying to take care of about 50,000 
people that have gone into Ingushetia, on the Ingushetian 
side, and about 20,000 that have gone into Dagestan. 


[Correspondent] What cooperation are you getting from 
both sides, the Chechens and the Russians, in this? 


[Gassmann) Well, as you know we have a delegation in 
Moscow, and we have also had contacts here with the 
representatives of the Russian Federation here in Geneva, 
and we have good contacts with the Chechen military and 
civilian authorities on the ground. I can, I would say that for 
the time being we are welcomed and we are fairly well 
tolerated by everyone, provided that we do not get in the 
way, and we will really have to appeal very strongly to the 
parties that we can get access not only to the civilian 
population that have fled the fighting area, but also to all the 
prisoners. For the time being I think we have achieved a fair 
level of tolerance that allows us to do our job fairly well, but 
not to the extent that we would really like to. 


[Correspondent] Now what are the greatest needs of the 
people? I have been told recently that the biggest fear of 
the ICRC is a protracted conflict because then food 
supplies start to run out, fuel supplies as well. 


[Gassmann) That is certainly true. For the time being, what 
we are trying to do is to cater for the needs of medical 
supplies. In Chechnya there are 17 hospitals that we have 
been able to resupply, two of them in Grozny itself, and 
what we find is that the level of medical equipment and the 
level of the...[pauses] The Chechens have quite a high 
number of very competent medical personnel, so there is no 
need for medical personnel in our view to be sent in there to 
actually help out. What they need is simply resupply for the 
time being, to be able to do the job with the many wounded 
that they have. 


In the long run, if this drags on, the many families that 
have sheltered their own relatives may run into troubles 
themselves as they run down their reserves, so what we 
are trying to do is to bring in from Sochi, on the Black 
Sea, from our main Caucasus depot, family parcels to 
supply to these families, and to the refugees and dis- 
placed themselves, and then building up the pipeline to 
be able to resupply them also as the war is eventually 
dragging on. [end recording] 
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Finland 


Haavisto: Events in Chechnya ‘Growing Concern’ 


LD0401120395 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1100 GMT 4 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Heikki 
Haavisto says that the events in Chechnya are arousing 
growing concern following the large death toll and 
civilian suffering resulting from the ivilitary action. In 
his statement, Haavisto notes that the issue of Chechnya 
is, of course, an internal problem for Russia. According 
to the foreign minister, the outside world cannot, how- 
ever, remain indifferent to human suffering and human 
rights. Ways in which the international community 
could help in increasing humanitarian aid to the victims 
of the conflict should be studied, Haavisto says. 


According to the foreign minister, the possibilities of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
with respect to Chechnya should also be investigated. He 
says that these issues have been discussed by the Euro- 
pean Union and Russia. 


Diet Committee Accepts Final State Budget 
Estimate 


LDO0301195195 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1700 GMT 3 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The final sum of this year’s 
state budget estimate increased by 236.8 million 
markkas at the meeting of the Diet Finance Committee. 
According to the committee’s report, which was con- 
cluded today, the final sum of the budget expenditure is 
about 196.8 billion markkas. [passage omitted] 


The Diet will discuss the budget at its plenum next 
Tuesday [10 Jan]. The budget will be officially imple- 
mented from the beginning of February, and that means 
that there will be temporary arrangements for January. 
The Finance Committee reduced state net borrowing by 
1.2 billion markkas. This year just under 60 billion 
markkas of new loans will be taken. Among the reasons 
for the reduction in borrowing is the fact that the Finnish 
markka has strengthened. 


Norway 


Nordic Cooperation EU Link for Norway 


LDOS01104595 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1000 GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In the view of Prime Minister 
Esko Aho, Nordic cooperation can provide an important 
link to European Union [EU] matters for Norway and 
Iceland which are outside the EU. According to the 
prime minister, who gave a talk in Oslo, such interaction 
1s also in the interests of Finland, Sweden, and Denmark. 
With its help, the opportunities to create a clear Nordic 
policy for the Union can be strengthened and the draw- 
backs of the EU border can be prevented within the 
Nordic region, Aho said. 
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Businessman on Postreferendum Situation 


95P20298A Stockholm VECKANS AFFARER in 
Swedish 5 Dec 94 p 16 


[interview with Karl Glad, head of Norwegian Confed- 
eration of Business and Industry, by unnamed corte- 
spondent; place and date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text] 


{[VECKANS AFFARER] How real do you believe the 
threat is that Norwegian companies will move to 
Sweden? 


[Glad] Any immediate exodus of large companies is 
probably not an issue. The threat, however, that smaller 
companies will move is very real. Many Norwegian 
companies find it advantageous to invest in Sweden. 
Now that Sweden will be a member of the EU, you will 
get generous subsidies for six areas which border on 
Norway. 


[VECKANS AFFARER] How can Norway prevent an 
exodus of firms? 


[Glad] By implementing a strict austerity policy that is 
primarily aimed at agriculture, private households, and 
municipalities. 


[VECKANS AFFARER] Will the EEA [European Eco- 
nomic Area] agreement be able to function satisfacto- 
rily? 

[Glad] I believe that Europe's interests in the near future 
will be directed toward entirely different countries than 
little Norway and the EEA agreement. We will not 
receive any special treatment or help. 


[VECKANS AFFARER] Do you think there will be 
another referendum? 


[Glad] I do not think Norway will remain outside Europe 
for too many years. One way or another we will find a 
solution within five years. I believe developments in 
Norway will be such that a clear majority will go along 
with European cooperation. 


[VECKANS AFFARER] Are you disappointed that 
Sweden and Norway applied for EU membership so 
quickly instead of letting the EEA agreement work for a 
few years? 

[Glad] The possibility for Norway to become a member 
of the EU would probably have been greater if the EEA 
agreement had been in effect for a couple of years, for 
example. 


Sweden 


Gradin Views Upcoming Role as EU Commissioner 


BR0401160595 Stockholm DAGENS INDUSTRI in 
Swedish 2 Jan 94 p 2 


{Report on interview with Swedish EU Commissioner 
Anita Gradin by Marie Sundberg; place and date not 
given: “Sweden's Mrs. Europe Opens the Door to Indus- 
try” 
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{[FBIS Translated Text] “My door is always open to 
Swedish industry,” Anita Gradin, Sweden’s first Euro- 
pean commissioner said invitingly. 


Sweden’s own Madame Europe is preparing herself at 
present to take her place in the European Commission. 
On 10 January she will face questions from the European 
Parliament; and on 24 January she will then take her 
place in the new European Commission alongside 19 
other commissioners. 


“In actual fact commissioners are not representatives of 
their country,” Anita Gradin explained, “but my door 
will be open, just as it was when I was a member of the 
cabinet. I know that companies have their own represen- 
tative bodies down here: the Swedish Employers’ Con- 
federation and the Federation of Swedish Industries. 
However, should they need anything they can come and 
talk to me.” 


[Sundberg] Can you give examples of how open your 
door was when you were a cabinet minister? 


[Gradin] Take the GATT negotiations. Pirre Wallenberg 
was the president of the International Chamber of Trade, 
and he reported on their meetings. Others had dumping 
problems. Swedish pharmaceutical products were having 
a hard time gaining acceptance in Japan where the 
Japanese were supposedly eternally testing and retesting 
them. That was how it always was. I was there for that. 


A commissioner is a kind of cabinet minister. So this job 
will be exactly like taking over a ministry, I must find out 
what is in the pipeline, what decisions I will have to 
make in the near future. Then I can decide what to do. 
{[Gradin ends] 


Twice 


The members of the incoming Commission have only 
met twice before—once to share out the various jobs and 
once to polish up the Commission statement that 
Jacques Santer, the new president of the European 
Union [EU], will make to the European Parliament. 
However, Anita Gradin knows her future colleagues 
from before. 


{Gradin] Edith Cresson was European affairs minister 
when we negotiated the European Economic Area agree- 
ment. | have met Martin Bangemann at the GATT 
negotiations, for example. The same goes for Pinheiro. 
Marcelino Oreja was the secretary general of the Council 
of Europe when I was a member of it 10 years ago. And 
I know Bjerregard, Kinnock, Liikanen, and Van Miert 
from the Socialist International. [Gradin ends] 


Anita Gradin has nine years of experience as a cabinet 
minister. According to her calculations her political 
career began 25 years ago. The post of ambassador in 
Vienna was not a step backward. For that is where, 
among other things, the UN body for atomic safety—the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, and the Drugs 
Commission is located, and where a large number of 
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meetings and negotiations are constantly being held. 
Last year she counted more than 1,000 guests at her 
embassy. 


“Very instructive in the run-up to my new job,” was how 
she described her time in Vienna. Her future portfolio 
involves just such things as antidrugs measures and 
preventing the smuggling of fissile nuclear fuel into the 
European Union [EU]. 


Drugs And Terrorism 


Most of the issues that worry EU citizens have landed on 
her desk. It will be up to her to prevent the EU’s single 
market from opening up to terrorism, drug trading, the 
smuggling of atomic material, and so on. She will have to 
fight budget fraud involving EU money, as well as 
dealing with immigration and asylum issues. 


However her portfolio differs from that of the other 
commissioners. Most of them have a single task, such as 
implementing the EU’s white paper on competition, 
growth, and employment. 


The matters to be dealt with by Anita Gradin fall under 
the so-called third pillar of the Maastricht Treaty and 
give her at best a right of initiative which she shares with 
the member states. 


Actual decisionmaking will be jointly up to the member 
states meeting in the Council of Ministers. 


The progress she makes will depend on her political 
ability. To begin with she plans to travel to the 15 
member states’ capitals in order to hear their views on 
strategy and to acquire a feeling for what is politically 
feasible. It has already become clear that some countries 
will not be particularly cooperative. 


She speaks thoughtfully, but at the same time resolutely. 
In Brussels she has been preceded by a reputation for 
being a fantastic person to work under. 


Labor Market 


Sweden would have preferred to have chosen the social 
and labor market portfolio. Allan Larsson had already 
paved the way for this with the report entitled “Set 
Europe To Work” he wrote for the EU’s Socialist Group. 
At one time it looked as if the portfolio would become 
vacant in connection with the Irish government crisis in 
December. So did she have her eye on her colleague’s 
portfolio back then? 


[Gradin] No, | formed my cabinet with a view to the 
work assigned to me. 


[Sundberg] Yet there are those who say that there were 
barely full-time jobs for 16 commissioners. How will 
things be now that there are 20? 


{Gradin] I still believe I will have a full working day, 
indeed some overtime too. [Gradin ends] 
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It sounds tough for a politician nearing the end of her 
career who will be 62 vears old on her next birthday. 


{Gradin| | had sort of decided to withdraw from politics, 
but if such a tempting train comes along you climb 
aboard. [Gradin ends] 


In this instance she was also given a little assistance in 
climbing aboard. Not only did Swedish Prime Minister 
Ingvar Carlsson and her own party colleagues invite her 
to do so, but she also tells of letters from members of 
other parties and trom people in industry, all of whom 
encouraged her to go ahead and take the job! 


Bildt Views Future of Nordic Cooperation 


BROUSOLOSIOYS Copeniiagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
SONDAG in Danish I Jan 9S p 25 


fArticle by Carl Bildt. leader of the Swedish Moderate 
Coalition Party: “Does Nordic Cooperation Have a 
Future?”] 


{FBIS Translated Text] Now that the Furopean Union 
[EU] includes almost 80 percent of the population of the 
Nordic countries, and now that a group has finally been 
appointed to look closely at the future of Nordic coop- 
eration, itis high time that we began to ask the questions 
about Nordic cooperation which require quick answers. 


The heyday of Nordic cooperation was in the 1950's and 
1960's. What tt brought about then in the shape of things 
such as the common labor market and the exemption 
from passport requirements was epoch-making—also in 
the wider European or global perspective. It created the 
conditions for a community which has become very 
important. 


But if these years were the heyday of cooperation, recent 
decades have been less impressive. The idea from the 
end of the 60°s of carrying cooperation further and 
creating a Nordic economic umon was the last bold 
attempt to launch a kind of cooperation which might 
have become an alternative to European cooperation— 
even if this was not everyone's intention. When it failed, 
this possibility was gone forever. 


Since then it has been obvious that each of the Nordic 
countries has made greater efforts to secure a place for 
itself in Furopean cooperation than to discuss further 
steps in Nordic cooperation. And there were certain 
rational motves for this, but in discussion of the future 
of Nordic cooperation it 1s important to know what the 
current real situation actually looks like. At the same 
time attempts to reach agreement on major new joint 
projects in limited but important areas have as good as 
failed. For example, it 1s a lasting tragedy that the Nordic 
nations could not agree on satellite or television cooper- 
ation—something which would at least have given 
evervone the same possibility of seeing Nordic television 
in the Nordic countries as they have today to see 
German, French, or American television. 
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There can scarcely be any defense for the fact that 
Nordic rhetoric was unable to break down national 
realities in an area like this. On the other hand. 11 1s easy 
to see the logic behind the fact that solutions to other 
important problems were sought primarily within the 
European framework. When it was clear that the EFT A 
{European Free Trade Association] countnes’ free trade 
agreement with the EU [European Union] was insui!i- 
cient, and that we would have to become a part of the 
single internal market then being created. the EEA 
{European Economic Area] agreement which was the 
result represented the biggest step in the direction of 
economic cooperation in the Nordic area since the FFT A 
agreement at the end of the 1950's. It was therefore once 
again European cooperation which created new Nordic 
possibilities. 

In the course of the last 50 years, cooperation in the 
Nordic countries has been directed toward coordinating 
the Nordic countries’ European policy efforts and at 
creating a kind of Nordic cooperation adapted to the new 
realities which would emerge from this. Important new 
tasks in neighboring regions have been added. especialls 
the beginnings of cooperation between the Baltic 
nations. 


When, in the fall of 1991, the prime ministers estab- 
lished the so-called Ihonemi Group consisting of ther 
personal representatives, the group's primary task was to 
adapt cooperation to the new realities created by the 
EEA agreement. This meant, however. that the areas 
which had previously been on the agenda of Nordic 
cooperation were now transferred to the European 
agenda. And work proceeded in the larger perspective 
that membership for all of the Nordic countries was in 
sight. 


The result of that work was greater political strength im 
cooperation. In the Nordic Council voices were even 
heard saying that the prime ministers’ cooperation had 
become so strong, that it would leave them high and dry 
The kernel of this was both the shared endeavors v1s- 
a-vis the EU and the need to discuss a common policy 
toward neighboring areas. 


However, efforts to streamline and reform the overall 
structures of cooperation advanced only halfway Aftes 
everybody had conceded that the number of agencies 
was unreasonably large and costs unnecessarily high. 
these institutions’ hidden guerrilla war against the idea 
of change began. When the prime ministers’ group 
reduced the pressure for reform, the forces of inertia 
soon reasserted themselves. 


We are now faced with a radically new situation. We 
were not given the chance to experience a decisive new 
renaissance in cooperation which EU! membership for 
Denmark, Finland, Sweden, and Norway would have 
entailed. Even though we have a situation from the first 
of the year where almost 80 percent of Nordic citizens 
are also citizens of the European Union. we cannot 
simply subtract Norway and Iceland using simple math 
ematics. 
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That the situation would be different after the refer- 
endum has long been clear. Therefore the plan has 
always been to make the Nordic Council meeting in 
Reykjavik at the end of February 1995 into a crucial 
discussion on the future of cooperation in very different 
forms. 


The choice we are faced with should be clear to everyone. 
Either we do nothing at all and accept that the Nordic 
Council will be reserved for a much less relevant display 
of rhetoric in the coming years and decades. Or we can 
demonstrate the will to change things, which is a prereq- 
uisite for the future of Nordic cooperation. 


| believe that it is absolutely necessary that we forge 
stronger links between national, Nordic, and European 
policy work. Otherwise I see a significant risk of the 
emergence of different mediums of cooperation which 
will eventually result in a much greater degree of alien- 
ation or mistrust of each other, and which will also lead 
to a reduction in our collective strength. 


This could happen in various ways. I have suggested the 
possibility of the Nordic Council consisting in the future 
of the Nordic members of the European Parliament and 
the members of the EEA’s parliamentary assembly 
respectively, as well as representatives of party leader- 
ships and the most important committees—for example, 
the foreign relations and financial affairs committees— 
from the different countries. This would ensure that the 
different partners in cooperation would be linked 
together 1n a way which would lead to a strengthening of 
both Nordic and European cooperation. 


There are certainly also other organizational possibili- 
ties. | was pleased to note that the debate in both 
Denmark and Finland now includes ideas which are 
moving toward a greater understanding of a linkage 
between the Nordic and European perspectives. In that 
way we would get a political framework for Nordic 
dialogue on the major European issues—and we would 
be able to ensure that this dialogue is not born in a 
political vacuum without responsibility or a share of 
influence. 


The scope for an expansion of Nordic cooperation to 
areas which are covered or will be covered by growing 
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European cooperation are extraordinarily limited. We 
have been learning that lesson from Denmark since 
1972, and this will apply to an even greater extent in the 
future. 


In light of this, there is first every reason to concentrate 
more on issues which are purely Nordic—culture, edu- 
cational cooperation, policy on nehboring regions, and 
so on—¢especially in areas where there has been signifi- 
cant expansion in recent years. 


Second, there is every reason to take a new look at the 
possibility of achieving more effective—and thus stron- 
ger—coordination of Nordic policy toward neighboring 
regions, both in the Baltic and in the Arctic area, within 
a European framework. 


But that wall not be possible without a stronger base for 
Nordic cooperation within both national and European 
political work. As a free-floating unit, Nordic coopera- 
tion will soon make itself superfluous. 


1 am not claiming that the ideas | am advancing 1n the 
debate are the only sensible ones. But | find 11 odd when 
they are angrily rejected by those who have not yet put 
forward so much as a single idea. 


Now the time to do what has to be done 1s short. The 
Nordic Council's upcoming meeting in Reykjavik will be 
the focal point for future discussion. The working group 
which was established was unfortunately given a man- 
date which reduced the possibilities of radical reforms 
right from the start, because people cannot or will not 
discuss changes in the Helsinki agreement. There is thus 
an imminent risk that the group’s suggestions will be 
much too marginal. 


I would like to be proven wrong on this point. But it 1s 
other forces which must do so. 


The threat to the future of Nordic cooperation does not 
come from those who have ideas and thoughts on how 
things can be changed—the threat comes from those who 
cannot or will not change anything. 


This is a fact which not even the wildest cataracts of 
Nordic rhetoric will be able to conceal in the long run. 
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Union With Greece Proposals Viewed 
NC0401183695 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis said 
there has never been a proposal from the United States 
or another country for Cyprus to unite with Greece that 
did not include a proposal for territorial exchanges. In a 
written reply to a relevant question, Kliridhis said there 
has never been a union proposal that did not include 
territorial exchanges either in Cyprus or another free 
Greek territory. 


Mikhailidhis, Holbrooke on Cyprus Issue 
NC0401205895 Nicosia CyBC Television Network in 
Greek 1830 GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Richard Holbrooke, U.S. under 
secretary of state in charge of European Affairs, began 
his talks in Nicosia today, saying the Turkish invasion 
and what happened before that is a historical matter. He 
stressed: We are here to revitalize the U.S. mediation 
effort. We want to help and it is up to the Cypriot people 
to determine their future. Correspondent loannis 
Kareklas reports: 


[Begin recording] [Kareklas}] Holbrooke’s visit to Cyprus 
is described as an increase in Washington’s interest. 
Holbrooke. however, said he has come to listen and learn 
about the views of the government and the Turkish 
Cypriot leadership, adding that he is not conveying any 
secret plan, but is in Cyprus to prepare for the visit of 
U.S. presidential envoy Richard Beattie in late January. 


Immediately after his arrival, Holbrooke had a one-hour 
meeting with Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis— 
which was attended by James Williams, the U.S. State 
Department's special coordinator on the Cyprus issue, 
and U.S. Ambassador Richard Boucher—and discussed 
the various aspects of the Cyprus issue and the :fforts of 
the Cypriot Government to set a timetable for beginning 
accession negotiations with the European Union. 


Afterward, the U.S. under secretary said he does not 
know how the Cyprus problem, which has remained 
unresolved for a number of years, can be solved. But, he 
stressed, the United States is committed to give this 
country and this region high priority. He added: | am 
here to see what can be done. 


Asked whether he is carrying any ideas or proposals, 
Holbrooke replied negatively. He mentioned: I did not 
come here with any secret plan. I came to hear the views 
of the two sides and to set in motion a renewed and 
serious effort that will help both sides to solve the 
problem by themselves. 


{ Holbrooke, in English] | did not come here with a secret 
plan. | came here to listen and to learn and to set in 
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motion a renewed and reinvigorated effort to assist in 
helping the parties, who must solve this problem them- 
selves. 


[Kareklas] Asked why the United States is not pushing 
the implementation of the UN resolutions, Holbrooke 
said his country believes the resolutions must be imple- 
mented. 


Afterward, the U.S. under secretary of state met Presi- 
dent Glavkos Kliridhis. Mikhailidhis, Pandelis Kouros, 
the deputy minister to the president, and government 
spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis attended the meeting. 
Holbrooke said that at the meeting, Kliridhis presented 
the views of the Greek Cypriot side on the Cyprus issue 
clearly and comprehensively. In a statement after the 
meeting, the U.S. under secretary of state said the talks 
will continue tonight at a working dinner with Mikhail- 
idhis and at a meeting tomorrow. 


Asked whether the confidence-building measures are on 
the negotiating table, Holbrooke replied affirmatively. 
Asked if the United States consider the Cyprus issue as 
one of invasion and occupation, Holbrooke said this is 
an historical matter. He said: We are here to revitalize 
the U.S. mediation effort. We want to help, but it is up to 
the Cypriot people to determine their future. 


In a statement, Mikhailidhis described Holbrooke’s visit 
as a visit of substance within the general effort to break 
the deadlock. Mikhailidhis said: The time was spent 
discussing the substance of the Cyprus issue. 


Answering a Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation question 
on whether the discussion on the substance was in regard 
to the confidence- building measures, Mikhailidhis 
stressed: 


{[Mikhailidhis] I repeat that the confidence-building 
measures were always on the negotiating table, but we 
focused on the substance of the Cyprus issue and efforts 
to find a way out of the current deadlock. 


{[Kareklas] Mikhailidhis added that the U.S. official 
wants to hear how the Cypriot Government links the 
issue of Cyprus’ accession to the European Union with a 
Cyprus solution. [end recording] 


Denktas Ready To Talk to Greek Cypriots 


TAOS01111295 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 2110 GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rauf Denktas, president of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, has declared that 
the Cyprus problem can be resolved only through nego- 
tiations. Denktas met with Richard Holbrooke, U.S. 
under secretary of state in charge of European affairs, 
who is holding various contacts in Cyprus. 


In a statement after the meeting, Denktas said that the 
Greek Cypriot side has shut the door to negotiations. 
Denktas remarked that the U.S. officials are trying to 
assist the two sides to resolve the Cyprus issue between 
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themselves. Asked if a federation can possibly constitute 
the grounds for negotiations, Denktas noted: The ques- 
tion 1s whether the two sides perceive the same frame- 
work when they refer to a federation. If we do not, which 
happens to be the case, then we are told to continue to 
talk until we do. We are ready to talk, and we have left 
the door open. 


Holbrooke will conduct contacts in the Greek Cypriot 
Sector tomorrow. 


Papers Comment on Holbrooke’s Visit 
NVC USOLIOL4A9S 


|EBIS Edntoral Report] Three of Nicosia’s Greek- 
language dashes monitored by Nicosia Bureau on 5 
January carry columns commenting on the visit of 
Richard Holbrooke, U.S. assistant secretary of state for 
Furopean affairs. 


Conservative progovernment ALITHIA carries a 100- 
word comment in the “Everyday Truths” column on 
page tive, entitled: “The U.S. Policy.” The column says: 
* According to a reliable source, the main purpose of the 
visit of the U_S. officials to our island ts to explain U.S. 
policy on sssves related to Greek-Turkish relations, the 
Middle East and the Balkans. U.S. policy on the above 
issues 1S more or less known from previews visits by 
other US. officials to the region and from letters that 
tS. President Bill Clinton had addressed to the prime 
ministers of Greece and Turkey and to other leaders. The 
{'nited States wants to help Turkey as much as possible, 
because it believes that by helping 1, it will prevent the 
threat of Islamic fundamentalism, which it considers as 
dangerous as it once considered Soviet communism. 
However, by helping Turkey with tts irrational demands, 
the US. actually reinforces Islamic fundamentalism. 
Because the threat of Islamic fundamentalism is simply 
used by the Turkish Government to gain U.S. help. In 
reality. utoas the Turkish Government itself that helps 
islamic fundamentalism with its general aims. The U.S. 
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policy should therefore avoid making the same mistake 
it made in the issue of Bosnia and other areas.” 


ELEVTHEROTIPIA, mouthpiece of the Democratic Party, 
comments on the US. officia’’s visit in a 100-word com- 
mentary in the “Speaking Freely” column on page one. The 
column says: “It is reported from Washington that the new 
initiative on the Cyprus issue aims at the implementation of 
the confidence-building measures and convening oj a 
summit meeting with the participation of President Clinton 
It becomes obvious that this time. the United States will 
seek to lead things to developments of decisive importance. 
Its insistence on the implementation of the confidence- 
building measures should worry our side. That 1s because 
many times in the past it has been stressed that the confi 
dence-building measures present an unacceptable and dan- 
gerous solution. If, therefore. the U.S. insists on 
implementation of the confidence-building measures, we 
will definitely find ourselves in a very difficult position. For 
this reason, we suggest that President Glavkos Klindhis 
inform the U.S. officials of our concerns and objections 
clearly and in a timely manner. We should disengage from 
the confidence-building measures without delay. We should 
not let the confidence-building measures become ghosts, 
because we will soon regret it. We should therefore rush...” 


Conservative right-wing | MAKHI carries its comment 
in the 150-word column “Fighting Comments” on page 
three, entitled: “The U.S. Move.” The column savs that 
all indications are that Holbrooke’s visit 1s of an explor- 
atory nature and that we should wait to see what the US. 
Government has to say and what proposals it will 
submit. The column continues: “The best service that 
the Americans can offer Cyprus is to signal to the 
Turkish side to move from its intransigent positions to 
open the way for a solution of the Cyprus issue. We want 
to believe that this is the reason for Holbrooke’s tour 
because otherwise the U.S. diplomats’ visit 1s without 
meaning. Let us therefore hope that Washington has 
overcome the ‘briefing’ stage and has now entered the 
stage of decisive action.” 
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Presidential Elections, Candidates Discussed 
9SP20301A 


{[FBIS Media Note] Prime Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou’s annoucement that he will not seek the presidency 
fueled commentary in the Greek press, as well as specu- 
lation about President Konstandinos Karamanlis’ even- 
tual successor. 


Right May Benefit 


While Papandreou’s announcement temporarily stilled 
succession talk in the Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK), it did not answer “critical questions” related 
to the presidential elections, contended an article in the 
4 December KIRIAKATIKI ELEVTHEROTIPIA. 
Despite the limited powers of the presidency, the article 
continued, a presidential election is an “extremely 
important political fact.” Papandreou’s announcement 
had “limited value,” since it did not define the “sought- 
after consensus” about the identity of the next president, 
the article contended. If the announcement is correctly 
interpreted, PASOK is now looking for a political “com- 
promise” with the Right about a candidate who would 
meet with broad acceptance. Given the present consen- 
sual political climate, the article continued, only a con- 
servative figure can be elected by the present Chamber of 
Deputies, since a progressive candidate approved by 
even part of the Right could not win without leading to 
the collapse of small parties such as Political Spring to 
the benefit of the New Democracy (ND) party. However, 
a PASOK nomination of a conservative candidate would 
undermine the trust reposed in this party by large 
segments of its own grass roots, as well as deprive the 
government of the “ideological arsenal” on which its 
political profile is built, the article continued. Electing a 
president by the present Chamber of Deputies will only 
benefit the conservatives, the article contended. 


Potential Candidates Profiled 


A number of factors will influence the selection of a 
presidential candidate, said an article in the 10 
December Athens daily TA NEA. PASOK, which will 
have the initiative in the nominating process, “often 
makes surprise moves.” The ND has made clear it will 
reject a PASOK candidate and nominate its own. Polit- 
ical Spring wants to maintain its independence, it 
appears willing to contribute to the election of a new 
president in return for a more proportional electoral law. 
The Communist Party (KKE) is satisfied that Papan- 
dreou's withdrawal in principle means no early elections, 
but it is not revealing its position on new candidates. 
Almost certainly, however, the KKE will not accept a 
PASOK-proposed candidate, the article commented. 


The article went on to list the pros and cons of likely 
candidates, beginning with Yeoryics Rallis. This 
respected and experienced politician may be acceptable 
to both PASOK and the ND, it commented, noting that 
certain PASOK officials predict that his relationship 
with the ;overnment would be smooth. Still, he remains 
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a conservative candidate the government would find 
difficult to put forward. Moreover, Political Spring has 
Stated it would not vote for him and the distance he has 
recently kept fram the ND may cost him that party’s 
nomination. 


Considered by many the “best solution,” Kostis Stefan- 
opoulos is experienced and enjoys the image of a “dig- 
nified, honest, and able politician.” He left the ND to 
found his own—now defunct—party and maintains 
good relations with Papandreou. However, his relation- 
ship with ND leader Miltiadhis Evert is not good 
because of his refusal to rejoin the ND fold. His age (68) 
makes him an “ideal” candidate. His biggest problem is 
that Mitsotakis-leaning ND officials will not accept him. 
Additionally, | ‘lations with Political Spring leader 
Andonis Sama: e “not the best.” 


intellectual Odhisseas Elitis enjoys status both in Greece 
and abroad. Beyond implying that he agrees with 
Samaras’ goals, he has not delved in politics. However, 
this is a double-edged knife, since it can be argued he 
lacks political experience, the article commented. Elitis 
has also not given any indication he is interested in the 
presidency. That he is about as old as President Kon- 
standinos Karamanlis detracts from his appeal. 


Despite having been a close Mitsotakis aide, former 
Chamber of Deputies President Athanasios Tsaldharis 
has not suffered the same degree of attrition as other ND 
officials. He has maintained good relations with the 
PASOK leadership, and could be a “second solution” if 
able to secure Evert’s support. However, many in 
PASOK resent him for having “fanatically” pushed for a 
Papandreou trial in the 1989 Koskotas scandal. 


Former Chamber of Deputies President Yiannis Alevras 
is a “tried and true” solution for PASOK. Considered a 
“grand old man” of PASOK politics, a presidential post 
would crown his long political career. His PASOK-wide 
acceptance, however, makes him appear as a partisan 
choice even if his reputation extends beyond party lines. 


Once a minister of foreign affairs, loannis Kharalambo- 
poulos could be another PASOK solution. “Direct, 
honest, and sincere,” he has served PASOK in many 
capacities. Like Alevras, however, he would be seen as a 
partisan choice opposition parties could not easily 
accept, the article concluded. 


Conference Fails To Resolve ND Infighting 
95P20301B 


[FBIS Media Note] The unstable situation within the 
New Democracy (ND) party and the internecine struggle 
between ND leader Miltiadhis Evert and former Prime 
Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis fueled commentary 
in the Greek press. 


Evert-Mitsotakis Conflict ‘Inevitable’ 


There was no agreement between Evert and Mitsotakis 
during the ND’s national conference on 11 December, 
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reported an article in the 12 December Athens daily 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA. The two politicians offered dif- 
ferent views of the party’s future that will make a 
confrontation between them “inevitable.” Evert has fol- 
lowed a policy of mild criticism of government action 
and has gone along with the Panhellenic Socialist Move- 
ment (PASOK) government, while Mitsotakis advocates 
a more confrontational stand. According to highly placed 
ND officials, a clash between the two will occur in the 
spring, following the election of a new president either 
through parliamentary elections or by the present 
Chamber of Deputies, the article reported. At the con- 
ference, Evert tried to infuse his listeners with a “sense of 
enthusiasm” for taking power, making use of terms such 
as “modernization, peaceful revolution, and political 
morality.” He also attempted to “imprint his own trade- 
mark” on the the ND’s “new era,” implyine aat Mitso- 
takis’ attack will not influence his own cou - of action. 
In turn, Mitsotakis rejected Evert’s argumenis, down- 
playing his initiatives and warning him that the party 
must no longer equivocate on government policy and 
“must generate its own clearly defined one.” Absent such 
a policy, Mitsotakis added, the ND would be able to take 
over from the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) 
“only by coincidence and because of PASOK attrition.” 
According to the article, officially there are now two 
centers of power in the ND: Evert, who controls party 
organizations, and Mitsotakts, who has the support of a 
“significant” number of deputies. 


An article in the 12 December Athens daily TA NEA 
reported that, at the conference, Evert reminded his 
audience of the party’s important losses in last year's 
parliamentary elections asking whether they could ever 
imagine that a year iaser the ND would be in a position 
to reclam power. He refused to react to Mitsotakis’ 
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statements, noting merely that “the impression that 
party unity is threatened 1s self-destructive.” 


Early Elections Opposed 


Internal opposition to Evert also came from ND luminary 
Stefanos Manos, reported an article in the 8 December 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA. Manos rejected Evert’s advocacy of 
early elections in the spring, noting that elections should 
take place only if they can produce a government that ts 
able to deal with Greece's many problems. Manos soon 
thereafter attempted to retract his statement, affirming 
that early elections to bring the ND into government are 
advisable, and denying media reports that he disagrees 
with his party's official position. 


According to an article in the 4 December Athens weekly 
TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS, ND deputies “are not partic- 
ularly enthusiastic” about spring elections. They are 
aware of the prevalent feeling among party grass routs 
that the ND suffers from a “program deficit.” which 
does not augur well for an early electoral confrontation. 


Andrianopoulos Proposal Threatens ND 


An article in the 4 December TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS 
reported that ND dissident Andreas Andrianopoulos is 
holding “discreet” meetings with a number of wealthy 
shipowners. These meetings focus on the “untrustwor- 
thiness of politics and politicians” and the possibility of 
reestablishing a “functioning political system” through 
the entry into politics of entrepreneurs possessing 
“unimpeachable financial means.” Andrianopoulos has 
been surprised by the number of ND deputies who have 
contacted him to express sympathy with his desire to get 
rid of politicians and open the way for a new generation 
of technocrats reflecting the thinking of businessmen. 
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Ankara To Send Humanitarian Aid to Chechnya 


1A0401160095 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1400 GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey has stated that the gov- 
ernment of the Russian Federation, which decided to 
Start a military operation against Chechnya, should also 
Start initiatives to establish peace and normalization in 
the country. 


In his weekly news conference, Foreign Min‘stry 
Spokesman Ferhat Ataman expressed great regret over 
the clashes in Chechnya, especially in Grozny;, which 
are continuing despite world opinion and warnings. 


[Begin Ataman recording] We strongly condemn the 
intervention, which turned violent and has caused gre~* 
casualties among the civilian population. We are deepiy 
concerned that the exhaustion of the paths to a political 
solution may pave the way to more grave instability in 
the region for which the outcome cannot be predicted. 
For this reason, we believe it is imperative that a cease 
fire be established thus immediately putting a stop to the 
clashes which have already caused great casualties. [end 
recording] 


Ataman announced that tomorrow the government will 
send urgent humanitarian aid to those who have suffered 
especially from the armed clashes in Groznyy and were 
forced to leave their homes in Chechnya. 


Russia Concerned Over Turkey's Chechnya Policy 


NC0401221595 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 30 Dec 95 pp 1, A8 


[Report by Umit Erginsoy] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Russia 1s expected to 
accept Turkey's request to send humanitarian aid to 
refugees fleecing Chechnya amidst Moscow's ongoing 
crackdown to crush the resistance in the North Cauca- 
sian region, diplomatic sources said on Thursday, 29 
December]. 


They said Moscow, however, was concerned over For- 
eign Minisier Murat Karayalcin’s recent remarks on 
Chechnya, which hint at a policy change by Turkey. 


Sources told the TDN [TURKISH DAILY NEWS| that 
Russian authorities evaluating the humanitarian aid 
request agree in principle for Turkish aid to Chechen 
refugees, but say the mechanisms of the operation should 
be discussed first for an effective aid campaign. 


Over 100,000 Chechen refugees, mainly from the capital 
Groznyy, have fled their homes following the Russian 
intervention. Most of them have taken refuge in the 
neighboring Autonomous Republic of Ingushetiya, but 
are living in dreadful conditions. Turkey told the Rus- 
sian Federation on Monday [26 Dec] that it wants to 
send food, medical supplies and other humanitarian aid 
materials to relieve the plight of the refugees. 
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Following clashes between ethnic Osetian and Ingush 
groups in the Autonomous Republic of North Osetia in 
1993, Turkey sent humanitarian aid to the region. 


However, while approaching the aid proposal positively 
in principle, Russia 1s concerned over a recent statement 
by Karayalcin in Chechnya which was seen as a shift in 
Turkey's policy regarding the crisis, the sources said. 


Karayalcin, in a speech in parliament on Tuesday, crit- 
icized efforts by Russian President Boris Yeltsin to 
create an alternative Chechen administration to replace 
rebel leader Dzhokhar Dudayev's government. 


“Efforts to set up another Chechnya Government to 
replace Dudayev will not contribute to a peaceful solu- 
tion to the conflict,” Karayalcin said. The foreign min- 
ister also said Ankara would bring the issue to the 
Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC). 


Russian authorities have been disturbed by Karayalcin's 
backing of the rebel Chechen leadership, the diplomatic 
sources said. In a recent televised speech, Yeltsin 
depicted Dudayev as a gang leader and accused the 
Groznyy leadership of being deeply involved in drug and 
arms smuggling and mafia activities throughout Russia. 


Moscow also reacts negatively to cfforts to take the 
Chechnya issue to the OIC, since the Russians consider 
the problem as the country’s internal affair, the sources 
said. In previous statements, Turkish officials had been 
content with expressing concern about the Russian 
crackdown and regrets over civilian losses as a resuit of 
the Russian bombardment of Groznyy. 


Turkey has ethnic, cultural and religious ties with many 
Transcaucasian peoples. Up to 10 million people with 
their ethnic roots in the Caucasus live in Turkey and they 
are angered by the Russian crackdown in Chechnya. 


Dudayev declared Chechnya’s independence from 
Moscow in 1991. The region’s sovereignty was never 
recognized internationally. 


President Demirel Holds News Conference 


NC0401131195 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 30 Dec 95 p BI 


[“Excerpts” from President Demirel’s year-end press 
conference; place and date not given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] 
State, Regime Still Work in Turkey 


Presidential Powers 


1 would like to touch on one important point regarding 
presidential power. Article 104 of the Turkish constitu- 
tion authorizes the president to decide about calling new 
parliamentary elections. However, duc to reservations 
that are in Article 106, the president cannot use this 
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authority. In fact, the authority to call for new parhia- 
mentary elections is a very important one that would 
enable the Turkish Parliament and the regime to func- 
tion better. 


Development 


When | first came up with the idea of the Southeastern 
Anatolian Project (GAP) in the 1960s, some people 
accused us of being unrealistic and could not understand 
us. However, the people in Turkey understood us and 
our intention. That is why they always supported us in 
forming contemporary Turkey. 


The Morale of Society 


The problems we are facing as a nation and as a country 
should not be allowed to cause pessimism in the society. 
It would be wrong to look at the future with suspicion 
just because the country is having some problems at 
present. 


This pessimism might ever cause the wrong diagnosis to 
be made of the problems anc might lead us to employ the 
wrong cures. That is why we should be realistic about the 
problems the country is facing. 


Important Developments Occurred in Turkey in 1994 
Pros of Turkey 


Turkey's most important asset is its free, open and 
pluralistic society and its democratic and secular 
republic. Another important asset is the point we 
reached in the fields of energy, transport and communi- 
cation in 1994, 


The system of education reaches every corner of the 
country; 15 million children and youth are being edu- 
cated in Turkey. Although there are some inadequacies 
in the field, the base has been built and the system can be 
further developed from there. A free judiciary is on 
duty—one of the great products of the Turkish Republic. 
The legal paths to look for justice are always open to 
everyone. 


Turkey's armed forces have “discussion” as their cri- 
teria, and continue to renew themselves according to 
new technology. Peace and serenity exist in every corner 
of the country, except the Southeast. Our metropolitan 
centers are the least problematic in the world. 


The country has a big tourism potential. The revenue we 
earned from tourism amounted to TL 4 billion. 


We are continuing to establish a market economy. How- 
ever, the mentality favoring a mixed and controlled 
economy still continues to exist. We should overcome 
this dilemma. On the other hand, both the geo-strategic 
and the eco-strategic importance of Turkey are 
increasing. 
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Terrorism 


Separatist terrorism that aims to destroy the indivisible 
unity of the country, continues to be the most important 
problem Turkey is facing. 


Twelve thousand incidents occurred during the period 
between the start of the separatist terrorism on Aug. 15, 
1984 and Dec. 15, 1994 in the area where the Emergency 
Rule exists; namely, in the cities of Batman, Bingol, 
Bitlis, Diyarbakir, Hakkari, Mardin, Siirt, Sirnak, 
Tunceli, Van and some other cities. During these inci- 
dents 2,957 security personnel and 3,513 citizens were 
killed: 5.857 security personnel and 3,804 citizens were 
injured, 7.659 terrorists were killed, while 225 injured 
terrorists were captured. Another 1,769 terrorists were 
apprehended, while 968 terrorst surrendered to the 
security forces. 


Terrorism continued to wreak its violence against inno- 
cent people from teachers to religious men, from doctors 
to prosecutors and judges, from army personnel to 
police. Officials, nonofficial, the young and old, chil- 
dren, women, men have al! been the victims of this 
vi Jence. 


1 would like to address our youth who have become 
involved in terrorism: Come and give yourselves up to 
justice. You cannot reach anywhere by using violence. 
You are the children of this country. Stop the violence 
against your brothers. 


Turkey will not be divided. The 1000-year-old together- 
ness will not end. In addition, turkey will not look for 
solutions which would endanger its unity. 


It is true that some Western countries are still confused 
about the issue. It 1s not very well known that there 1s no 
minority problem in Turkey and that ali Turkish citizens 
are equal. The main aim of terrorism—which is to divide 
the country—is not understood by Western countries. 
The problem 1s considered by the West to be a demand 
for democratic rights, which 1s wrong. On the other 
hand, they are far from understanding that Turkey 
recognizes the rule of law and that the judiciary 1s free in 
Turkey. They do not know that the terrorist receives 
punishment which is given on the basis of evidence. 
Turkey's struggle against terrorism 1s deliberately pre- 
sented to these countries in a distorted way through the 
efforts of certain people. 


All these cause confusion. Many of the ideas about us are 
wrong. Of course, this confusion, will not affect Turkey's 
struggle against terrorism negatively. 


Economy 
Unfortunately, the fluctuations in the money markets 


which initiated with the rapid increase of the exchange 
rates has affected the real economy adversely. 


Inflation hitting a three digit figure, and shrinking 
growth caused by increased unemployment and decrease 
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in investments, have led to reduced real (wages) income 
for civil servants, peasants and the workers. 


The 1993 Gross Domestic Product (GDP), which rose by 
7.5 percent, is expected, in 1994, to drop by 2.8 percent. 
In the meantime the Gross National Product (GNP) is 
expected to face a downfall of 2.2 percent. The increase 
in unemployment, which was actually supposed to 
decrease, is a saddening situation. 


Economy's External Position 


A 150 percent devaluation of the Turkish lira with 
respect to foreign currencies has not produced the 
expected level in exports. Although the lira was devalued 
by 28 percent in real terms, the rise in exports is thought 
to be o.i'y 14.1 percent. 


A decrease of 21.8 percent in imports is expected to lead 
to a 76.1 percent increase in the exports by imports ratio. 
The foreign trade deficit is expected to decrease to a level 
of $4.6 billion. However, the improvements of the for- 
eign trade balance mainly arises a serious drop in 
imports. 


In 1994, tourism revenues are expected to reach $4 
billion while inputs from Turkish workers abroad are 
likely to total $2.8 billion, with a 7.2 decrease compared 
to last year. The current account is expected to yield a 
$2.1 billion surplus fueled by the drop in the trade gap. 


Direct foreign capital investments, which totaled $622 
million in 1993, are expected to decrease to $435 mil- 
hon. 


Foreign currency reserves of the Central Bank reached 
$6.9 billion in November 1994, keeping the level of the 
October 1993 figure. 


Workers, Civil Servants and Farmers 


Due to decreases in the state investments and adding to 
that the inflation rate which reached to 100 percent, the 
position of public workers worsened. Because of the 
insufficient rise in their wages, which remained under 
the inflation rate, this section of the society has been 
affected by this badly. 


Free Market Economy 


Turkey still in the process of transferring to the free 
market economy, which is the main basis of the eco- 
nomic problems the country is facing. The problem 
comes from the state’s weight in the economy. 


One of the main debates of 1994 was privitization. The 
new legal frame that has been reached regarding priviti- 
zation is an important improvement. It is now time to 
pass to the stage of achieving it. 


Defense 


Turkey has the privilege of having one of the most 
disciplined, well-educated, well-equipped and morally 
rich armies in the world. 
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This power is sufficient to discourage the threats that are 
directed against Turkey in the area. 


I put special emphasis on the improvements in our 
defense industry. 


Most of the defense equipment is produced in Turkey: 
such as electronic equipment, planes, submarines... 


Turkey is also ~n the way to earning export income from 
its defense prouucts. 


Secularism 


Another important development in Turkey was the 
March local election in which the Welfare Party scored 
big gains. The discussions on the results of the elections 
showed that there is a conczpt of a division which is 
called secular-antisecular. 


No one has the right to divide the country into believers 
and nonbelievers or secular and anti-secular. The people 
should not become involved in such discussions. 


The Turkish republic has the capacity to prevent threats 
to it and to its characteristics. 


The judges, prosecutors, the security personnel are on 
duty. The biggest guardian of secularism is, of course, the 
Turkish people itself. 


Democratization 


Significant progress has been achieved in democratiza- 
tion in Turkey since 1992. Legal arrangements were 
made to improve procedures for detention, trial and 
police powers. 


A State Ministry was established with responsibility for 
human rights. 


The United Nations resolution on the Rights of the 
Child has been ratified by the Turkish parliament. 


A draft law to secure a free press, guarantee the people's 
right to information and the removal of certain censor- 
ship laws is on the Parliament agenda. 


A draft law to secure a free press, guarantee the people's 
right to information and the removal of certain censor- 
ship laws is on the Parliament agenda. 


Production and publication of music, books and news- 
papers in various languages used in the couniry was 
made possible as well as research on different folklores 
and religion with the aim of their protection and devel- 
opment. 


Industrial life has been improved by changes in the 
legislature governing employment and iabor relations. 


In short Turkey has been able to establish the classical 
shape of democracy. 
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Free Thinking 


One of the most discussed issues in 1994 has been 
freedom of thought and expression. Several writers were 
punished for expressing their thoughts and it is impor- 
tant that the issue is now on Turkey’s agenda. 


Turkey historically has serious concerns which are still 
valid to a large extent. More contemporary arrangements 
should be made on the subject of free thinking and 
expression in accordance with the country’s realities. I 
therefore want to say that the amendments to be made to 
the Anti-Terrorism Law should be debated within this 
framework and realized within a context that will neither 
put the state in a defenseless situation nor cause uneas- 
iness in society. 


Relations With Turkic World 


Our bilateral and multilateral relations with the newly 
independent Turkic States situated in the region from 
the Caucasus to Central Asia, have developed signifi- 
cantly in 1994. 


We held the second Turkic Republics Summit in 
Istanbul on Sept. 18, the second Turkic World Congress 
in Izmir on Sept. 21 and the second Turkic World 
Writers Congress on Dec. 8 in Ankara. It is important 
that these are the second congresses to be held within the 
short period of three years since these republics became 
independent. 


World in 1994 


Opposing winds are blowing in the world since the end of 
the Cold War. 


Globalization is rising on the basis of regional coopera- 
tion. The NAFTA, AFTA, European Union, Asia-Pacific 
and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC)—-still 
in the process of development—and similar regional 
cooperation organizations are forming a world network 
of cooperation and bringing countries and societies 
closer together. 


Regionalization as Opposed to Globalization 


As the world is proceeding towards the biggest ideal 
which history has placed in front of us, we are confronted 
with a new movement of regionalization as a result of 
certain sudden and unexpected developments. The basic 
character of this movement which leads to tensions and 
confrontations, is rejection of foreign elements, thus 
causing separatism for humanity. 


Such a tendency lies behind the genocide of the Serbs 
against the Muslim population in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
the Armenian expansionism that left millions homeless 
under the severe winter conditions in Azerbaijan, the 
conflict leading to clashes among brothers in Somalia, 
attacks against foreign workers in European countries, 
Turkish citizens included. I want to draw attention to 
religious fundamentalism at this point. Fundamentalism 
is not on the ascendant only in Muslim but also in 
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Christian societies. Silence against the Serbian and 
Armenian aggression is a proof of this. 


The Nation State 


Countertrends on unity and disintegration dominating 
the world, have brought about the debate on the nation 
State. 


Nation states will be included in regional cooperation 
frameworks which in turn will form part of larger group- 
ings. This is the trend. Certain sensitivities will have to 
be modified with the move towards more widespread 
groupings. Turkey should also be prepared for this. We 
shall have to redefine our concept of independence with 
mutual interdependence. Meanwhile the principle of 
noninvolvement in internal affairs is already being rede- 
fined. We should also be prepared for this in relation to 
certain subjects and principles. There will be a redefini- 
tion process in many fields. 


Disintegration will yield the result of multiplied ele- 
ments which in turn will make the system more complex. 


Patriotism and Citizenship 


Turkish constitutions framed since the foundation of the 
republic haven't specified origin, belief nor language as a 
basis for citizenship or national belonging. I want to 
bring this to the attention of Turkey as a whole. 


Citizenship is requirement enough to belong to the 
Turkish nation. Constitutional patriotism is a natural 
extension of this. Turkey, taking strength from a thou- 
sand years of common historic, cultural, belief and 
motherland concepts, will preserve its national unity and 
indivisibility on the basis of these two foundations. 


Certain things are not noticed because they are so well 
known by everybody. I think legal attachment to the 
motherland is one of these things. It may not have been 
defined in this sense up to now but the concept has been 
absorbed by our legislation. 


The Lausanne Agreement which we consider as our 
founding document is in this respect a guideline too. The 
Lausanne has recognized all the Muslims in Turkey as 
one nation. There is no Muslim group which is regarded 
as a minority in this country. 


There is no individual who has been mistreated because 
of his/her origin. All government ranks and positions are 
open to every citizen. The same understanding is true in 
the social, political and economic fields. 


Thus, everybody living in Turkey is a first class citizen 
regardless of origin, religion or language. 


Foreign Policy in 1994 


Turkey increasingly draws international attention to 
itself, as it is one of the countries affected most by, and 
in return affecting, a process of transformation in the 
world in the light of its geopolitical and strategic location 
and its contributions to history. 
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Thanks to the insight that we gained from our privileged 
location and historical experience, we, long ago, said that 
transformation of the world into a new structure would 
not be easy and painless. At the time, some accused us of 
feeling nostalgia for the Cold War. But reviewing the 
year 1994, we see that we were right although we did not 
want to be so. In general, Turkey took successful steps in 
1994. Within the new world conjuncture, Turkey’s sta- 
bilizing role and its huge potential is understood better 
and Turkey is perceived as a regional power. 


Turkey lies in the center of the regions connecting 
Europe to Asia, the Black Sea and Transcaucasia to the 
Middle East and even to Africa. This area is a “line of 
fire’ where Muslim conservatism is faced with Christian 
conservatism, democracies meet totalitarian regimes 
and secularism is confronted with religious fundamen- 
talism. 


Central Asian Republics 


1994 has been an important year regarding our ties with 
the Central Asian republics of Turkish origin. Presidents 
of all these countries have visited Turkey within the year. 
Our policy regarding the Central Asian republics is very 
clear and is not aimed at hurting the interests of third 
parties. Until now, Turkey has signed over 200 agree- 
ments with these countries. Ankara has extended to them 
loans worth a total of $666 million. This figure, added to 
Turkey’s humanitarian and technical aid, has reached 
$1.1 billion. The total volume of contracts undertaken 
by nearly 400 Turkish companies in the Central Asian 
republics is worth $3.4 billion. Turkey's bilateral trade 
volume with these states became $550 million in 1993. 


Nearly 10,000 students from these countries have been 
provided with scholarships to receive education in 
Turkey since 1992. Central Asia also has very rich 
natural gas and oil supplies. 


The biggest oil and natural gas companies of the world 
are involved in investment, development and transport 
projects. Our oil company TPAO and pipeline firm 
BOTAS are also taking part. We are actively involved in 
studies to transfer Centra! Asian oil and natural gas to 
international markets, particularly to Europe. Turkish 
territory lies on the most economic, secure and feasible 
pipeline route. 


Bosnia 


Three years ago, when hopes were flourishing for the 
creation of a new order with pluralistic democracies, 
human rights and individual freedoms, the Bosnia 
tragedy erupted like a nightmare. The most remarkable 
aspect of the tragedy was that those countries which 
championed human rights and freedoms, themselves 
had a role in bringing further complications and an 
unsolvable character to the problem. We also know that 
solidarity of some countries of the region with the Serbs 
contributed to the tragic situation in Bosnia. 
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At the current stage of the problem, the inability of the 
United Nai‘ons and other international organizations to 
stand against the Serb attacks and nationalism has 
diminished the respeciab:'ity of these organizations. 


On the Bosnia problem, Turkey has followed a stable and 
consistent policy since the crisis’ eruption. This policy 
was based on the necessity to secure Bosnia’s indepen- 
dence, sovereignty, territorial unity and integrity and 
preserve the county’s unique multireligious and multi- 
cultural structure. In line with our decided policy, we 
launched initiatives at the United States General 
Assembly and Security Council in our capacity as a 
member of the Contact Group created within the Orga- 
nization of Islamic Conference. 


In a latest development in 1994, our efforts at an Islamic 
summit to urge the members of the Organization of 
Islamic Conference member states to be more sensitive 
regarcing Bosnia’s fate were successful. 


Armenia and Azerbaijan 


Armenia continues its occupation of one fourth of Azeri 
territory. Turkey is doing its best to overcome the 
suffering of the 1.2 million displaced Azeris who have 
become immigrants in their own country due to this 
occupation. 


Although the Minsk process, revived within the frame- 
work on Organization on Conference and Security in 
Europe (OSCE) [Conference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe, CSCE], gives one some hope, the reluc- 
tance of the Armenians to end their occupation prevents 
a solution. Despite that, we think that the last OSCE 
summit decision to send an international peace force to 
the region is a positive step. 


The fighting in Chechnya is a worrisome development 
because it has a direct impact on regional stability. We 
meticulously support a solution to this problem based on 
the Russian Federation's territorial integrity and without 
bloodshed. Turkey is the first country in the world which 
disclosed its concern and called on all sides to act with 
restraint. This is only natural as we have special ties with 
the people of the region. 


After Chechen leader Dudayev appealed to me for help 
for a peaceful solution, I sent a message to Russian 
Federation President Boris Yeltsin and asked him to do 
what he could. 


Middle East 


Let us not forget that ultimate peace is not yet estab- 
lished in the Middle East. Doubts and lack of trust, 
inherited from generations back, are not overcome. | 
have visited Egypt and Jordan and hosted the leaders of 
Israel, Egypt and the PLO in Turkey. I have talked to 
many of the leaders regularly and sincerely, in order to 
contribute to the peace in the region. We are happy to 
note the content and dynamism of our relations with 
Israel, which we hope will take us to a bright century. 
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Human Rights and Terrorism 


Turkey is a party to most UN conventions on human 
rights. We have also accepted most of the mechanisms 
including the right of individual application to the 
Europe Human Rights Commission. 


However, Turkey will continue to resist ill-intentioned 
attempts which aim to put pressure on Turkey to change 
its political and administrative system. Turkey, simi- 
larly, will make no concessions in its fight against the 
brutal terrorism that confronts it: 


Measures taken by Turkey in that direction are no 
different than those that would be taken by any other 
European country confronted by terrorism and sepa- 
ratism. 


Neither can we say that our European friends are fully 
aware of the targets of terrorism, which directly aim 
against the lives of citizens and at the territorial integrity 
of Turkey. We want our European fiends to make this 
distinction and welcome the developments in some 
European countries, particularly in Germany and 
France, against the terrorist organization. It is through 
their efforts that the outlawed PKK [Workers’ Party of 
Kurdistan} has suffered setbacks. 


However, we consider the PKK’s efforts to base them- 
selves in Greece particularly significant. I also think it 
sad that Greek officials, who carry official titles, appear 
to support those groups which show parallelism with the 
PKK or which engage in anti-Turkish activity. 


Russian Federation 


We believe that the Russian Federation is the biggest 
state in the world and its present problems are tempo- 
rary. Mutual trust has been the basis of our relations with 
this country, with whom we have 500 years of historical 
ties. It is only natural that the states, which have been 
born out of the disintegration of the Soviet Union, after 
years of coexistence cannot just detach themselves. We 
would like to see the Russian policy of “‘near abroad” as 
searches for cooperation within regionalization, rather 
than efforts to increase influence. Our common policy is 
that these states should seal their independence and 
become integrated into the international community. 
Within this context, Turkey and Russia, the two major 
States in the region, have a historical role. 


Iraq and Syria 


We attach great importance to the territorial integrity of 
Iraq, because any blow to it would bring a great deal of 
trouble to the region. We hope that Iraq will fully carry 
out its international obligations and be reintegrated into 
the world system. 


Turkey’s losses under the sanctions imposed on Iraq ts 
large. We will continue our efforts to flush the Turco- 
Iraqi pipeline which faces the danger of corrosion. 
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We also want to maintain good neighborly ties with Syria 
based on respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity and 
noninterference in domestic affairs. However, it is not 
possible to say that Syria has stopped altogether its 
support of the PKK. With Syria’s adherence to its 
obligations in fighting terrorism, good neighborly rela- 
tions between Turkey and Syria will flourish. 


Cyprus 


The present developments show that the Greek Cypriots 
do not want to reach a settlement through negotiations 
on the island. Their goal is full membership of the 
European Union, which would nullify Turkey's guar- 
antee on the island. 


The Greek Cypriots are trying to step up the military 
dimension of the Cyprus problem by pulling Greece into 
the Cyprus question. Greece, meanwhile, is not playing a 
positive role in reaching a consensus and the rapid 
armament of Greek Cyprus continues. 


The main problem, however, is the reluctance of the 
international community to accept the presence of two 
states in the island which represent the two separate 
communities. This is the major obstacle blocking the 
search for a solution. 


Greece 


The Greek side has brought up again in 1994 the 
artificial concept of a “Turkish threat” which started in 
the 1980s. Despite our efforts to maintain restraint, 
Turco-Greek relations have passed through a period of 
controlled tension. The Turkish position is clear: Any 
attempt to extend territorial waters beyond six miles 
would be considered a cause for war. Greece has not had 
the support it anticipated from the U.S. or Europe. 


United States 


We enjoy with United States long-lasting ties whicn 
survived the crises of the Cold War. The change of 
circumstances did not deduct from, but enhanced the 
ties we have had. We are aware that the only conditions 
for developing them further is mutual respect, trust and 
common benefit. We should not allow third factors to 
intervene in our relations, just to satisfy domestic public 
opinion. 


State and the Regime 


Turkey should protect its democratic stability above 
everything else. Our power comes from the fact that rules 
and regulations exist in this country. Rules and laws are 
the basis on which the democratic republic should con- 
tinue to function. The continuation of the conviction 
and trust in democracy as a nation are preconditions for 
reaching our target. Parliamentary work on constitu- 
tional amendments has reached a significant point. This 
work should be finalized with a mutual understanding of 
the political parties and Parliament will thus complete a 
historic duty. The subject of freedom of thought should 
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be solved with a contemporary approach. Finalization of 
the draft law (waiting in Parliament) to improve the 
working conditions of the press would also be useful. 


T! ¢ necessary corrections should be made in political 
parties and election laws with an approach of securing 
further participation. The criteria to be used in making 
the changes should be the realities of the country and the 
principle of justice. Bureaucracy should be reduced and 
local administrations strengthened. Local administra- 
tions with greater authority will expand the means to 
claim rights while the judiciary will be released from 
unnecessary burdens. A new structure for the judiciary in 
Turkey will reinforce the people’s trust in the regime. 
Work on the changes foreseen in the Parliament byiaws 
should also be finalized. This will enable the legislature 
to carry out its supervisory duty more efficiently. Tur- 
key’s major potential lies in its entrepreneurial and 
human resources. Obtaining maximum gains from these 
resources depends on fully establishing a free economic 
system. The next task is to complete the legislative 
aspects of liberal economic system and to ensure state’s 
withdrawal from trade and economic activity. Inflation 
is fueled by public sector deficits. An absolute remedy to 
get rid of these deficits is privatization. In 1995 Turkey 
should be able to privatize as many as state firms based 
on the legislation recently devised for sell-offs. Turkey 
must also spend efforts to complete the remaining units 
of the Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP). It must 
raise its energy production capacity by 7-8 million kilo- 
watts without further delay. 


In the Coming Years 


Terrorism will decline and a new development drive will 
start in the regions affected by terrorist activities. 


Inflation will be taken under control. 


Growth with stability will continue while the negative 
influence of high cost of living and unemployment will 
be reduced. 


Democratization process will go on. 


Investments, production, and employment and taxation 
will be increased. 


Defence capability will further improve. 


State will withdraw from economic activity. Turkey will 
adapt to the international trend of globalization. Envi- 
ronmental protection and growth will go hand in hand. 


Educational and health services will be brought up to a 
satisfactory level. 


The cultural heritage will be better protected. Population 
growth will be brought down from the current 2.5 to | 
percent. 


Urbanization will be increased to 75 percent from the 
current 50. Rural population be reduced to 25 percent 
from 45. Gross national product will go up to $5,0°9 
[figure as received]. 
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More on Demirel’s Press Conference, Reaction 


NC0401220895 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWSS in 
English 30 Dec 94 pp 1, A2 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—President Suleyman 
Demirel on Thursday [29 Dec] called for a freer hand 
which would enable him to dissolve Parliament and call 
for early elections if the need arose. 


Indicating that Article 104 of the Constitution appeared 
to give such authorization, he said nevertheless that this 
authority was obstructed by Article 106 of the same 
Constitution. 


Demirel also repeated that demands for democratization 
in Turkey should not be confused with the question of 
terrorism. He accused Western countries of not under- 
standing the problems faced by Turkey's “Kurdish citi- 
zens” as well as the whole problem of terrorism in 
Turkey. 


Addressing his last press conference of the year, Demirel 
provided an assessment of 1994 and made some projec- 
tions for 1995. Responding to a question about a pos- 
sible ban by Washington on the sale of cluster bombs for 
the Turkish armed forces, Demirel said that Turkey did 
not buy these bombs from the U.S. 


In response to another question speculating on a pro- 
posed visii to the U.S. in the New Year and the possible 
reaction he may face from human rights activists, the 
President said that he had no visit scheduled to that 
country for the beginning of 1995. “I was invited by Fred 
Haynes, the chairman of the American- Turkish Council, 
to attend a meeting in the U.S. but I have not promised 
to participate,” he said. He indicated that he would be 
visiting the U.S. in October to attend the ceremonies 
marking the SOth anniversary of the U.N. but said that 
visit would take place on the invitation of the U.N. 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali. President 
Demirel also underlined the need to maintain secularism 
in Turkey and said no one had the right to divide the 
country into categories like “believers” and “‘nonbeliev- 
ers” or “secular” and “nonsecular™ people. 


Reactions 


The opposition and the ruling parties showed different 
reactions to Demirel’s proposal for broader power for 
dissolving Parliament. 


While the DYP [True Path Party] deputies expressed 
that they would assess the proposal when the proposed 
changes in the Constitution came on the agenda, the 
main opposition Motherland Party [ANAP] and the 
opposition Welfare Party [RP] interpreted the presi- 
dent's suggestion to mean that he wanted early general 
elections to be held. 


Ihsan Saraclar, DYP parliamentary group deputy 
chairman, said he had not examined the subject ade- 
quately. “We like our father (Demirel) but we will not 
allow our mother (Prime Minister Tansu Ciller) to be 
harmed.” Saraclar said. 
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Turhan Tayan, who is also a deputy group chairman of 
this party, said his party would take into consideration 
the proposal when the proposed constitutional amend- 
ments came on the agenda. Tayan added that the presi- 
dent was an experienced politician and that he had 
experienced many things on the issue of the Constitution 
during his political life. 


While the DYP deputies refrained from expressing their 
views openly, the opposition deputies commented that 
the president felt the necessity for an early general 
election. 


Oltan Sungurlu, ANAP parliamentary group deputy 
chairman, said that the president wanted changes in the 
electoral system. Oguzhan Asilturk, RP group deputy 
chairman, said that the president had implied that he 
wanted early general elections to be held. He said that 
the president meant that the existing government should 
go in a polite way. 


Yildirim Aktuna, state minister and government 
spokesman, said that at this time the government did not 
deem such an issue as being necessary. 


HRW Claim on Cluster Bomb Use Denied 


NC0401222395 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 30 Dec 94 p A2 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Washington—The Turkish 
Embassy in Washington today categorically rejected the 
accusations the Human Rights Watch (HRW) made ina 
letter dated Dec. 21, 1994 addressed to Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher asking for a denial of export license 
for 493 CBU-87 cluster bombs destined for Turkey. 


The bombs are manufactured by Alliant Techsystems of 
Hopkins, Minnesota, together with Olin Ordnance. 
HRW claimed that “Turkey will use these cluster bombs 
indiscriminately in its conflict with Kurdish rebels, with 
devastating effects on the civilian population.” 


HRW is a nonprofit private organization monitoring 
human rights violations in dozens of countries. Former 
U.S. Ambassador to Ankara Morton Abramowitz serves 
on HRW’s advisory Committee. Stephen Goose, the 
Arms Project program director of HRW told TURKISH 
DAILY NEWS [TDN] that although these cluster bombs 
were developed as anti-tanks weapons they could very 
well be employed against soft human targets as well. 


In a press statement released today, the Turkish Embassy 
said “allegations regarding the use by Turkey of U.S. 
origin weapons for other than NATO purposes and the 
Human Rights Watch claims that civilians are being 
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targeted by the Turkish security forces are totally 
unfounded and preposterous.” 


The embassy reminded HRW that ““Turkey is faced with 
a terrorist threat perpetuated by a small group of Marx- 
ist-Leninist bandits whose aim is to dismember the 
country through violent methods in contravention of the 
will of the Turkish people en masse. Turkey is deter- 
mined and capable of dealing with this issue within the 
confines of democracy and rule of law.” 


U.S. State Department spokesman Mike McCurry said 
that Alliant Techsystems has not yet been denied the 
export license needed to ship the CBU-87 cluster bombs. 
“It has not been dropped,” he said, concerning the 
application. “It is an application that is under review.... 
We have an obligation publicly when we've got an 
applications license that’s pending, there’s very little we 
can say about it because of business proprietary con- 
cerns. So... we can’t tell you much about what individual 
export entities have applied for, but we can confirm that 
there is an application pending that relates to the one 
that the human rights group was talking about involving 
cluster bombs for Turkey.” 


Although it has come into the limelight only now, the 
TDN learned that the contract for these cluster bombs 
was signed by Alliant Techsystems on June 21, 1994 with 
the Turkish Ministry of Defense, Foreign Procurement 
Department. This means that the license could have 
been stalled at the State Department for as long as six 
months. HRW said the total value of the contract was 
estimated to be around $7 to $8 million dollars. 


“According to Alliant, the deal culminated four years of 
negotiations, and was the first international direct com- 
mercial sale of the CBU-87," HRW said. “‘The purchase 
is to be made with the use of ‘special Turkish national! 
funds.” 


A Washington source familiar with U.S.-Turkish mili- 
tary aid issues told the TDN that what “‘added insult to 
injury”—from a Turkish point of view—is the fact that 
the CBU-87 cluster bombs in question were NATO- 
approved ammunition supposedly available to all NATO 
allies. Not only that, but these bombs were made avail- 
able even to such non-NATO countries as Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt. 


HRW asked not only that the U.S. State Department 
should not approve a license for Alliant Techsystems to 
export 493 CBU-87 cluster bombs to Turkey, but also 
that “the United States should suspend all military 
assistance and all arms sales (government-to-government 
and commercial) to Turkey, as required by Section 502B 
of Foreign Assistance Act, because the government of 
Turkey clearly ‘engages in a consistent pattern of gross 
abuses of internationally recognized human rights.”” 
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